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& Eventful 2020: Transfor ming
Challengesto New Trend

Lieutenant General

Ataul Hakim Sarwar Hasan
SBPR, SGP, ndc, afwc, psc, PhD
(Former VC, BUP)

At this age of fourth generation 4.0 revolution, it is essential for al the educational institutions
to be dynamic and progressive in imparting knowledge for matching the need of the workplace.
Incorporating new theories, implementing new practices in syllabi, and imparting lessons on the
same can mold the educational servicesto match the need of the present world. While BUPhas been
striving for that objective, the sudden outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic posed anew challenge.
The challenge of COVID-19 had multidimensional issues including the closing of the classes,
session loss and session jam, personal safety of students, faculties, and staff, uncertainty, and a
probable delay in going back to normalcy, etc. From the very beginning, BUP along with itsyoung,
energetic, and dynamic faculties have met the COVID-19 challenge head-on through participative
and progressive decision making. The cornerstone of continuing the academic programmes during
the pandemic situation was to maintain quality, avoid any interruption resulting in possible session
loss, and to ensure the safety of all partners in learning. At the onset, it was estimated that the
pandemic situation will prevail for an uncertain period. Therefore, BUP authorities deemed that
academic programmes must be continued to ensure zero loss of valuable time from the academic
life of the students. Through an immediate Dean’s Committee meeting it was decided on 15 March
2020 to switch to online conduct of the delivery of lessons from 22 March 2020 onward.

The decision to conduct courses online meant ensuring the uninterrupted imparting of knowledge
which entails delivery of the lesson, retention of imparted knowledge, and finally evaluation and
assessment of the learning outcomes. Out of the mentioned spheres, BUP first began with the
delivery of the online lessons. To do so, BUP conducted lecture sessions using existing major
digital platforms like University Comprehensive Academic Management - UCAM (BUP's own
digital platform), Zoom, MS Team, Goggle classroom, and Facebook Live.

Online delivery of lessons demands availability of required hardware and software facilities
including access to an internet connection with sufficient speed at either end. To meet this
requirement, steps were taken by the university to equip all the students with the required tools.
More than 400 students with dire financial constraints were assisted by providing monetary
benefitslike taka 10,000 from Students’ Welfare Fund. Approximately 300 students were provided
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with stipends. A good number of students (more than 1000) were given financial assistance to buy
mobile data. The university arranged the purchase of laptops at reduced prices for approximately
200 students which is payable in 10 installments. Out of these 10 installments, three were paid by
BUP. Studentswith extreme financial distress were given free laptops. L aptops were also arranged
for the faculty members. Faculties were aso provided with mobile data for taking online classes.
Periodical interactive sessions were arranged with all the faculties and student representatives to
identify the strengths and weaknesses of the courses conducted online. BUP compl eted the lessons
of the first (January-June) semester without any session loss and conducted the second (July-
December) semester by building on the lessons|earned from the first semester and maintaining the
integrity of the academic calendar.

The most notable indication of online conduct is the attendance of students which is much higher
than the physical classroom-mode. As mentioned before, one of theimportant aspects of knowledge
delivery is the assessment or conduct of exams in online mode. To ensure judicious assessment,
BUP has aready acquired the world-class Learning Management Software - Moodle, with all
necessary features like a virtual proctorial system to conduct online exams. The higher studies
for the researchers attending Ph.D. programmes are also being continued online. It is perceived
that the ongoing pandemic situation will continue for quite some time. *Online’ mode will be the
new normal for the coming days. To keep the students and faculties accustomed to the online
mode, BUP has already planned to conduct different programmes for the professionals from the
forthcoming academic year in hybrid mode. This mode will use both online and physical classes
to deliver knowledge.

Apart from trying to maintain regularity in academic activities through online classes, BUP has
also been trying to instill values of different human dimensions among the students through a
variety of club activities. BUP emphasizes that being humane is one of the essential features of
being a responsible member of the society. And this great virtue can be polished through a gamut
of activities offered by different clubs in BUP. Within the pandemic situation, BUP maintained
all club activities. ‘MUJB SHOTO BORSHO’, commemorating ‘JATIYA SHOK DIBASH’, Lit
Fest, Cultural Fest, and many webinars were arranged online with remarkable participation from
home and abroad. BUP has aready obtained the innovation patent of ‘Contactless Automatic
Self Energized Drive Shaft’, a great feat by the faculties and students. ‘Team Trojan’ from
BUPRC (Club of Faculty of Science & Technology) became Runner Up in the ‘NASA Space
Apps Challenge 2020’ . Many other clubs have also continued their regular activities with varying
degrees of success.

While maintaining its usual activities, BUP has also been working relentlessly towards its future
development. Securing a position in the world university ranking is currently one of the most
important objectives of BUP. Steps are underway to formalize the ‘10 Years Academic Strategic
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Plan’. This plan will define the strategies so that BUP may obtain a reputable position in the world
university ranking. To establish BUP as the nucleus of research activities in the region, steps have
been taken to expand the domain of research for in-house and affiliated institutions. BUP has
planned to publish multiple peer-reviewed, impact factor journals and has started working on the
establishment of the BUP press.

Besides the remarkable drive of the students and faculties, BUP has aso continued all the
administrative functions to ensure an unhindered academic environment. BUP has held the Senate
meeting and several Syndicate, Dean’s Committee, and Financial Committee meetings regularly.
New projects entailing the expansion of the BUP campus and the construction of a multistoried
academic building for the Business Faculty are in the process of completion. It is estimated that
the new infrastructural improvements will be accessible to the BUPIANS from the next academic
year.

The effect of the COVID-19 pandemic isironically aunique experience shared by the wholeworld.
Within the uncertainty thrust upon us by the COVID-19 situation, BUPIANS have continued
their journey in a progressive and adaptable manner. The travel entailed many challenges — fear,
uncertainty, and the pain of losing dear ones. Adapting to anything new is always a challenge, but
someone must become the pioneer in this journey. Being the first to shift to the online mode was
a decision that demanded great courage, determination, and foresight. The travel was possible
due to the exemplary dynamism and wisdom of the leadership, the spontaneity and flexibility
of the faculties, and above all, the great determination and enthusiasm of the students. When
society, in general, had become more isolated and fragmented due to the onslaught of COVID-19,
BUP emerged in its most unified form. Our travel has set a new trend, beckoning many to the
silver linings behind the darkness. With this feat, the laurels adorning BUP will certainly demand
even more accomplishments in the future. All the faculty members are now more enlightened
and enthusiastic to persist with the academic curriculum under any circumstance. Through the
challengesof COVID-19, BUP has set anew trend —amuch needed uninterrupted endeavor to steer
the ship towards the designated academic mission of ensuring “Excellence through Knowledge.”
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f & Bangabandhu’s Thought of Peoples
Policing: A Brief Note

Professor M Abul Kashem Mozumder, PhD
Pro-Vice Chancellor, BUP and

Shaikh Yusuf Harun
Secretary, Ministry of Public Administration, GoB

After achieving the long-cherished independence in 1971, war torn Bangladesh found itself into
ruins. Besides loss of thirty million people of the country, most of its infrastructures including
roads, bridges, culverts, industries, inland ports, and seaports were destroyed. The exchequer of
the government was found totally empty. Sovereign Bangladesh had no military or civil aircraft.
The major challenge of the newly independent nation were ensuring rehabilitation of ten million
refugees, reconstruction of thousands of damaged housesin thevillages and urban areas, providing
food, cloth, medicine and shelter to its more than seventy-five million people, and restoring desired
law and order situation. In the process of state-building and in delivering the services provided
by the state, the father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman dreamt, anong many
others, of ademocratic police force that could stand before the people to accel erate the gargantuan
reconstruction process as well as maintaining law and order situation in the country. He had strong
belief in the commitment of our police force towards Bangladesh. Accordingly, astrong foundation
of democratic policing was laid by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The most remarkable episode of the antiquity of Bangladesh Police began when on 25th March
1971 the Bengali police officials and their sub-ordinates jawans fought back and subsequently
participated in the nine-month long Liberation War in line with the clarion call of the father of the
nation. During the War a large number of police from al ranks and files gave their lives for the
cause of liberation. The resistance by the Bengali members of police at Rajarbag is essentialy the
first phase of armed skirmish during the Liberation War.* With thislegendary rolein the Liberation
War, Bangladesh Police Force started itsjourney soon after the country achieved its independence
on 16 December of 1971. On 10 January 1972, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the architect
of independence and the father of the nation returned to independent Bangladesh and took the
leadership of the government. The holistic reconstruction of the war torn country, administrative
reformation, rehabilitation of ten million refugees staying in India, drafting of the constitution,
formul ating thefirst five year plan along with strengthening the Planning Commission by appointing
well-reputed professionals from universities, sending back quite promptly the Mitrabahini (allied
troops) to India, earning recognitions of various countries, holding of fresh elections and the like
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were some of the remarkable achievements during his rule. Bangladesh police was a significant
state instrument employed by the father of the nation to overcome the immediate crisis and
reconstruct the war-ravaged® Bangladesh. Bangabandhu envisioned a proactive police force both
In state and nation building.

Bangladesh Police is a disciplined force as per Article 152 of the Constitution®. It is a structured
organization having its network all over the country. Bangladesh Police Force owes its creation
to the Police Act, 1861 and severa other legislations that regulate the day-to-day activities of the
members of police force’.

If wetakealook intheofficial website of the Police Department, wewill get to know that immediately
after Bangladesh’'s independence on 16 December 1971, the then police force had been remodelled
and reshaped as Bangladesh Police and assumed therole of anational |aw enforcing force. Bangladesh
Policeisprimarily responsiblefor the preservation of peace and order, protection of life and property
of the people and prevention and detection of crime within the periphery of the state. The traditional
role of police in Bangladesh has undergone significant changes after the liberation. Therole of police
now is no longer confined to maintenance of law and order and prevention and detection of crime.
Apart from the mandatory works that needs to be done, there are manifold problems that need taking
care of. To meet the needs of an independent country, the police is now required to play itsrolein
the development process by providing the basic security required for sustained economic growth
of the country. Police also is contributing substantially to this field by keeping under control the
economic and techno-crimes which retard the process of the development. Additionaly, it plays a
vital role in disaster management, environment, ecotourism, bio-diversity conservation and so on,
which have got enormous impact on state economy and devel opment. Bangladesh police, the single
most institution entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring rule of law and human rights, is at a
cross-road to promote itself to a height to adopt the role of service rather than force, devoted to
providing reassurance of service delivery, flexibility to community wishes, cares and socia justice.

Bangabandhu dreamt that the police force as the prime law enforcing agency of the country will
strive to track citizen's engagement in policing, better value and better management. Based on
his vision, the police force now envisages a new structure erected on the bedrock of information
and communication technology, skill adequacy, knowledge-based initiatives and community
partnership that will be styled on a schema of cascading change to set a stage for a clear interface
between police and citizenry. It tends to explore innovative practices in addressing the challenges
of the time and reorienting its mission and vision and augment its capacity towards citizen centric
service, to uphold professionalism, image and visibility of the service and the value and virtue of
the service to the community. All such mass oriented multifarious activism of the police indeed
emanated from the far-sighted visions of Bangabandhu to construct his Sonar Bangla. In his own
words, which he delivered on the observance of the first Police Week of Bangladesh Police on
January 15, 1975 at Rajarbagh:
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One thing you must not forget is that you are the police force of an independent country. You are
not the police force of a foreign occupying exploiter; you belong to the people. You are responsible
to provide services to the people, love the people and help the people at their bad times. Yours
Is the forces which has jurisdictional authority and influence across the furthest corners of the
country, including rural villages. Now the peopl e of Bangladesh want the only favor from you that
issecurity and safety, so that they can sleep in peace. They expect protection fromyou in a way that
thieves, robbers, miscreants and the corrupted people cannot cause harmto them. . . . Today, you
also need to take the vow- We will form such a police force, who won't rule but serve the people
(Translated by the author).

It is therefore imperative to think seriously and act sincerely on Bangabandhu's thoughts and
views about police force and the subsequent measures in line with the aiming to make it as an
instrument to achieve the goals of democratic or pro- peoples policing in the country. However,
after 49 years of independence, we are about to witness the realization of at least the partial, if not
full, the implementation of the vision of the Father of the Nation asis evident from the writings of
aPolice Official in social media. Highlighting the legendary role of Bangladesh Police in our Great
Liberation War, he proudly stated that:

It is said the London Police is the most efficient and people friendly in the world. It is widely
acclaimed that due to their sincerity and commitment to serve the people the children also call for
help from London Police when they cannot find their books. It will perhaps not an exaggeration to
say that in the present pandemic situation the police force in Bangladesh especially in metropolitan
areas can be compared with their counterparts in London. Distresses and sufferings of human
beings including casualties from Corona are increasing at an alarming rate in countries around
the world. Bangladesh is no exception. At the earlier stage of the pandemic in Bangladesh, it is
reported both in electronic and print medias that people are leaving behind their Corona affected
mothersin the jungles, and there are also numerous instances that no oneincluding near and dear
ones are attending in the last rite of the dead. In such tragic situations the members of the police
force sometimes in collaboration with some local volunteers or sometimes on their own initiatives
are coming forward to extend their services without thinking the risks of their lives.

Echoing with the above, we may supplement that the police forces like other front line service
providers cannot avoid official calls, even if they do not have safety gear in line with strict police
rules and regulations. Also, it isnearly impossible for the police to practice social distancing while
carrying out their duties as people are not yet aware enough to observe the necessary distance and
roam local markets and police have been mainly infected with COVID-19 from such situations. It
IS true that they cannot ensure 100 percent safety and security of the citizenry, but they are trying
their best indischarging their duties. Thisisperhapsoneof the notable examplesof Bangabandhu's
people friendly policing in Bangladesh. It is therefore the high time for the relevant authorities to
dig deep to identify these challenges and work dedicatedly to overcome all the constrains that
usually emerge from them.

- Source: Policein Liberation Wer: https://www.police.gov.bd/en/supreme_sacrifice_in_1971

2 Source: History: https://mww.police.gov.bd/en/history

3 Source: Police System of Bangladesh by Shahriar I1slam: https://www.academia.edu/4063832/Police_System of_Bangladesh
4 Source: History: https://mww.police.gov.bd/en/history

T TBSIRAG o7 erseeT (RET8FH) + oq



& Bangladesh University of Professionals.
Excellence through Knowledge

Prof Maj Gen Mohammad Quamruzzaman (Retd)
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Business Studies

I ntroduction

University education in Bangladesh got its new dimension with the involvement of patriotic
Armed Forces. The creation of Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP) on 05 June 2008
as the 29" out of total 46 public universities infused light and brought a significant quantitative
and qualitative change in our Country. Latin ‘universitas magistrorum et scholarium’ denotes a
university asthe community of teachers and scholarsirrespective of one's background: military or
civilian, doctor or engineer, businessman or artist, humanitarian or philanthropist.

War studies or polemology, a multi-disciplinary academic field dominated the arena of higher
education since human existence. Greek poet Homer’s lliad and Odyssey, Maharishi Vamiki’s
Ramayana, sage Vyasa's Mahabharata, and such other epics depict war studies which are the
primary sources of various -logy, -ism, -ics, -gogy, -sophy, -cracy in university education. Peace
isenforced and stability is ensured for mankind through wars against enemies and evilsin various
forms and types, e.g., war against coronavirus.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Maritime University, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Aviation and Aerospace University followed BUP's flagship as military’s 2 more public
universities. Bangladesh Army University of Science and Technology at Saidpur, Bangladesh
Army University of Engineering and Technology at Qadirabad, Bangladesh Army International
University of Science and Technology at Comilla are the military’s 3 private universities out of
total 105 private universitiesinspired by BUP's Excellence through Knowledge.

BUP for Professionals by Professionals

The BUPA ct 2009 passed by our parliament is said to be effective from 05 June 2008. Theideation
of thisuniversity had begun in 2000 when MBA programme was being planned at Military Institute
of Science and Technology (MIST) besides its engineering courses. MIST had been looking for
affiliation options with National University and/or University of Dhaka for its courses including
MBA programme. Now MIST itself isan affiliated institute of BUPalong with many other institutes
of Armed Forces in Bangladesh.

BUPAct 2009 possesses 70 sections in total with relevant definitionsin Section 2. ‘ Professionals
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Is defined in Sub-Section 2(19) as a person or a student willing to study and who is either serving
now or will be serving in future at any sector like engineering, security, polemology or war studies,
medical science, management, business studies, etc. Above legal definition of professionals and
Section 4's affiliations give the rationale to BUP practicing universality and striving for Excellence
through Knowledge in diversified fields.

Knowledge and Epistemology at BUP

Knowledge can be implicit or explicit which is own memories, senses, mental states, beliefs,
perceptions, and thinking processes. Knowledge about knowledge - its philosophy is epistemol ogy.
Greek ‘phil” islove, ‘sophia’ iswisdom or knowledge: M Phil means someone became amaster for
love of knowledge, PhD means a doctor for love of knowledge in a particular field or discipline.
Army, Navy, and Air Force all 3 Forces HQs provide the high priority to post knowledgeable
officers in faculty and administrative positionsin BUP,

TheVC, atwo starred General, a PhD and a Professor is very visionary and dynamic in providing
strategic directives and managing curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular affairs with all his
credentials and concerns. No time and scope was lost in coronalockdowns as the able VC and his
bright team of faculty members and support staffs remained alert and active 24/7 to continue online
classes and essential activities. They carried out needs assessment and went for capacity building
through training the faculties and distributing e-gadgets to students.

Civilianization and Militarization at BUP

BUP has become a unique university where synergies and process plus equations take place
by meaningful interactions among civilians and military persons both serving and retired. Here
learning on optimization in academic management is very encouraging through civilianizing
military, and militarizing civilian as and when required. Self-knowledge needs to be weighed
and sharpened against others' as Plato asked for justification of knowledge in his Theaetetus.
Justification on Socrates, a military officer is made by Athens’ High Court honourably acquitting
him after 2400 years.

Paradox and fallacy may prevail as to decide who is more knowledgeable, who to lead whom.
‘Universitas magistrorum et scholarium’ the community of teachers and scholars prescribes
meritocracy and proscribes other -cracy like autocracy, bureaucracy, stratocracy, etc. Australian
Monash University is named after a meritorious military officer John Monash who was a VC of
Melbourne University (1923-1931). Out of 44 USA Presidents, 31 of them possessed military
background. Winston Churchill, a Prime Minister of UK was amilitary officer who won Nobel as
an academician.
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Resear ch and Heutagogy at BUP

Research entails systematic and creative work to increase the stock of knowledge. Research comes
from French ‘recherche,’, to go about seeking for a solution to a problem. Faculty membersin BUP
carry out individual research to improve pedagogy, andragogy and heutagogy for effective teaching
and learning. Greek peda is child, andra is adult, heuta is self-discovery and gogy is teaching. The
participative academic environment and heuristics at BUP ensure disciplining researchers’ thought
process, self-discovery and publish reports and articlesin BUP Newsletter, Cadence, Journal, Inquest
etc.

Conclusion

The role of BUP in higher education is significant which pioneered 2 other public and 3 private
universities out of total 46 public and 105 private universities. Epics by Vamiki, Vyasa, Homer,
and other polymaths are the sources of all higher education subjects. Epistemology identifies
polemology to be the root of all knowledge; wars at Lanka, Kurukshetra, Troy, etc. Love for
knowledge helped Homo sapiens challenging and wining against enemies, diseases, calamities to
survive and sustain.

Civilian-Military synergies at BUP ensure Excellence through Knowledge due to historiographical
legacies, organizational strengthsand disciplined systems. DynamicV C and histeamwith visionary
leadership paved the way for all nurturing meritocracy and excelling in corona pandemic. No
paradox or fallacy of superiority by anyonein higher education. We adopt research and heuristics,
optimize knowledge through civilianization and militarization as and when required.
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Thoughts

%

Mirana Tahsin

Dept. of Environmental Science
Batch-2020

Gentle breeze touches my soul
My heart whispers to stop its howl.
Deep thoughts give a knock
Brain aert: check your locks!
Don't let bad thoughts break you apart
Let’sjust these freaking demons depart
I wonder how we can get rid of demons!
When it lives within us and comes out when we summon
Should we be seraphic or a demon according to need
But don’t allow any of them your soul to feed.
Darkness and fakeness are not same thing
Though it perplexes human being.
Fakeness has become quite atrend

Be cautious while choosing afriend.
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‘and |, the materiaist, who never believed

in any promised heaven in the sky

for any human being,

| believein aheaven I'll never enter.

Yes, | believein aheaven for all dogdom

where my dog waits for my arrival

waving hisfan-like tail in friendship.’
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ﬁ Silent Cry
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Sheikh Sourov

Dept. of Business Administration in Finance & Banking

Tears flow down to her feet,
To be one part of thee,
But she doesn’t care
Hiding herself in the tree.
In the moonlight night
When | talked to the moon
It smiles and says-
‘She'll love you soon.’
But the days have passed
Since | saw her last
But the moon continues-
‘She’ll love you must’
The days and nights
| passed beside her,
The more | feel
The need of her.

But my tears rolled down
To that golden feet
Hope that she'll forgive

And love me ahit.

Batch: 2017
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| heard the bright tinkle of the welcome bell. The door swung open signalling the arrival of a
new customer. A gust of fresh wind washed over, accentuating the sweet coffee-mixed aroma in
the room before the door slammed shut. My eyes landed on the familiar figure whom my heart
had been craving to see. You. You, who smiled with your whole face. A faint blush crept onto my
cheeksas| fumbled with your order. | shouldn’t have been so sinceit’syour regular. Your presence
was so regular. | heard the bell ringing again. But only inside my head. Like the red strings of fate
making the bell jingle. And | wondered if that’s what heart flutter feelslike.

It took us four months to get past just shy smiles. The park we were passing by was a path
filled with cherry blossom’s pink shower. Our hands softly brushed against each other before
intertwining. Our hearts filled with fresh promises. Our universeis elated. And | wondered if that’'s
what beginning feelslike.

| stood still, our raised voices still echoing in the room. Was that the sound of you closing the door
behind me? Or was that the sound of my heart shattering? | knew you’ d be back. Our universe was
stubborn anyway. Perhaps we ached until we bloomed. And | wondered if that’s what devastation
feelslike.

Do you ever think the universe has moved for us? You came home one night holding a rescued
calico cat you found by the park we go to, asking if we could keep it. Thelittle angel softly purring
in content in your arms. Moonlight gently reflected on your face through the creaks of the window
blinds. And | thought maybe it’'s the way of the universe. You can feel it even without words after
all. And | wondered if that’s what happiness feelslike.

On dayswhere | hated being me, my phone switched off and my vision blurred. Cocooning myself
in blankets, my hands trembled and my thoughts clouded. It's a quarter to midnight and | felt you
softly tap on my shoulder before engulfing in atight hug. | realized you were my penicillin, gently
saving me. And | wondered if that’s what warmth feelslike.

When | finally saw you from the other side of the aisle, maybe the universe was jealous of us. It
took us six years. All my life | had been wondering, wondering what this feeling was deep within
my chest. | wondered what it was. | wondered what this feeling meant. | wondered why it took me
so long to realize. The answer had always been there.

It'syou.
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Shazeed-Ul-Karim
Section Officer, OEFCD

Sitting at empty portico, like every cockcrow,
Sipping acup of teawith ginger, smoky flow.
Looking up at the sky,

If you greet me saying, ‘Hi’

And embrace me through your aurora glow.
Standing forlornly by the wall beneath sun ray
Longing for your sunbath and you will say,
‘Forget al fash and fright,
| will bethereright,

Together we will fight and travel all day’.
But desires deceived and turned to fake
And my yearn for her come-back.
Soothing morning to meridian,

Empty cup and the Sun,

All they laugh at and deride behind my back.
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Lt Col Alamgir Kabir, psc, EB
Additional Director (Budget), CFO office

A small boy was very selfish; He would
always grab the best for himself. Slowly,
everyone left him and he had no friends. He
didn’t think it was his fault so he criticized
~| others.

inlife.

One day, his father cooked 2 bowls of noodles and put on the table. One bowl! had one egg on top
and the other bow! did not have any egg on top. He said "My child. You choose. Which bow! do
you want”. Eggs were hard to come by those days! Of course the boy chose the bow! with the egg!
Asthey started eating, he was congratul ating himself on wise choice/decision and eat up the egg.
Then to his surprise, as his father ate his noodles, there were TWO eggs at the bottom of his bowl
beneath the noodles! The boy regretted his choice so much and scolded himself for being too hasty
in decision. His father smiled and said, "My child. You must remember, what your eyes see may
not be true. If you intent on taking advantage of people, you will end up losing!”

The next day, his father again cooked 2 bowls of noodles: one bowl! with an egg on top and the
other bowl with no egg on top. Again, he put the two bowls on the table and said, "My child, you
choose. Which bowl do you want?’ This time boy thought he was smarter. He chose the bowl
without any egg on top. To his surprise, as he separated the noodles on top, there was not even a
single egg at the bottom of the bowl! Again his father smiled and said, "My child, you must not
always rely on experiences because sometimes, life can cheat you or play tricks on you. But you
must not get annoyed or be sad. Just treat thisaslearning a lesson . You cannot learn thisfrom
textbooks”.

The third day, father again cooked 2 bowls of noodles, again one bowl! with an egg on top and the
other bow! with no egg on top. He put the 2 bowls on the table and again asked, "My child. You
choose. Which bowl do you want?’. Thistime, boy told father, ” Dad, you choosefirst. You are the
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head of the family and contribute most to the family. ” Father did not decline and chose the bowl
with one egg on top. As the boy ate his bow! of noodles, he was sure that there was no egg inside
the bowl. To his surprise! There were TWO eggs at the bottom of the bowl.

Father smiled with love, "My child, you must remember that when you think for the good of
others, good things will always naturally happen to you!”

---Collected

One day, aten-year-old boy went to an
ice cream shop, sat at a table and asked
thewalitress, “How much isan ice-cream
cone?’ She said, “seventy-five cents.”
The boy started counting the coins he
had in his hand. Then he asked how
much a small cup of ice-cream was. The
waitress impatiently replied, “sixty-five
cents.” The boy said, “I will have the
small ice-cream cup.” He had his ice-cream, paid the bill and left. When the waitress came to
pick up the empty plate, she was touched. Underneath were a ten one-cent coins as tip. The little
boy had consideration for the waitress before he ordered hisice-cream. He showed sensitivity and
caring. He thought of others before himself.

If we all thought like the little boy, we would have a great place to live. Show consideration,
courtesy, and politeness. Thoughtfulness shows a caring attitude.

.............. Collected
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& The Meancholic Mother-Earth!

Mahbub Alam
Lecturer, Dept. of Environmental Science

Can you draw the sky? Blue sky!
The sky where the sun is lost
The moon is peeped
Fill with white n flabby clouds, as soft as my heart
Can you draw the dew?
The dew hoards on the paddy fields
The dew moist me n clutches my attention
Can you draw the rain? Heavy rain!

The rain falls without stumbling on my roof
Make jingle sounds, dances like heart-wrenching
The rain makes my mind spellbound
That looks at life anew by a coffee-round
Can you draw the sunshine?

The conciliate sunshine
That burns me alittle n kisses me to blush
Can you draw the plants?
The burgeoning verdant plants
Those give me shadow n make me ease
Those donate me oxygen - the treasure of life
Can you draw the birds?

The halcyons or colorful chirping birds
Their lurid gesture dwindle my drabness
Their dulcet chirps make me euphoric
:No
. | can’t draw anything, how can | draw?

: Cruelty of human makes me cry
- Your atrocity makes me wounded
: You snatch my verdant n blacken me by smokes
: You debase me with polymers and conflagrate me with oxides.
. | cherish to draw again!

. | want to draw again the blue sky with flamboyant clouds and euphonious birds.
. | want to draw again the sublime sunshine with glazing dew.
: | want to draw again the human comfort with environmental serenity.
: Will you let me look for opportunities again?

: Will you let my hope shine?

: Will you let me be your tender mother-earth?
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Confined, within the four walls,
All their dreams,
Unknowingly, all their minds,
Started to scream.

When will they set free?
When will they fly?
Again in thisworld's charm,
When will they dive?
When will they hold again
Their loved ones' hands?
When again they will hop
In their beloved, cherished land?
Clouds of invisible hollows
Came upon the ground,
Grasped so many breaths
And hunted like a hound.

Sumaiya Tarannum Sujana
Dept. of Finance & Banking, Batch: 2018

Time stood still, life stood still,
But hope didn’t stand till;
Crawling under thisterror

A new ray will come.
Flowers will bloom again
And moonlight will prevail,
World will be soothing again
And smileswill be vibrant.
Thousands of eyes glitter with hope
Of coming out of the cage,
Soon we will stand again

With crossing al our hands.
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& Stranger
Shadman Ar af

Dept. of Administration in Management Studies
Batch: 2018

Hi, I'm Rahul Chowdhury. A 22 years old engineering student of a well-known university in
Dhaka, Bangladesh. | live in ahuge house of an up-scale neighborhood of the city with my family.
My dad, Anwar Chowdhury does business related with some sort of international trade that’s why
he's always on the move. My mom, Reetu Chowdhury is self-employed but | am not sure about
her business. But one thing to be mentioned, she's not any less busy than my dad. Actualy, |1 was
never really bothered about my parents’ work. | belong to a typical upper class family and was
never really close with my parents.

| consider myself a shy, introvert person. I've always been on my own, without any group of
friends. Apart from attending my classes | don’'t get out from my home usually. My nights are
normally spent sleepless, doing programming on my PC or by playing video games because | have
insomnia. One night, | was in an intense level of a video game, suddenly my phone rang. It was
from an unknown number so | ignored and continued playing the game again. But the person from
the other side kept calling me. | kind of freaked out because | rarely get calls on my phone, but at
midnight that is even more odd. At some point, | received the call and | heard the coldest voice of
my life.

“Hello, Rahul. Still awake?’ the stranger from the other side asked. | replied, “Who is this?’.
“You wouldn’t know me, but | know you very well.” stranger said. “ This must be aprank. Are you
someone from my class? Look, thisis not funny.” | replied. “You don’t believe me, do you? Do
what | say. See the photos from your old family photo albums, now.” the call ended. | took albums
on my bed and started |ooking at the photos sorted by years starting from Sylhet, Cox’s Bazar and
also Kuakatatrip albums. All the pictures taken mostly in outdoors have one thing in common, that
is, asuspicioustall looking man in the distant background. | couldn’t believe my eyes. Why didn’t
| noticethisin all theseyears. “Did | have astalker following me all my life? Did my dad’s wealth
made me atarget to the kidnappers? Should | inform thisto my parents?’ These were the questions
kept following on my head. Finally after about an hour my phone rang and | received instantly.

“Hello Rahul. Seems like you were expecting my call.” stranger said. “Tell me who you are and
what do youwant?’ | asked. “Evenif | tell you thetruth you wouldn’t believe me’, stranger replied.

IO TBSIRAG oIF erseeTT (RETFH) + 89



“Oh well, tell me.” | replied. “1 am your biological father. When you were born | could barely run
the whole family on my own with four other children. So | had to give you for adoption to an
impotent married couple for some money. That is where | made the mistake.” stranger replied. |
was in lost for words. For a moment | though the world around me had stopped. After a moment
of silencel said, “So all these years you’ ve been following me without revealing your identity, so
what made you to do this now?’, | replied with disbelief. “Because | want to save you, my son”,
stranger replied. “Save me? From what?’ | asked laughingly. “Son, do you know what actually
your father does? Or your mother? What you know is what they want you to know. Your father,
Anwar, is the leader of a deadly mafia group. Your mother Reetu, is the daughter of the biggest
drug dealer of the country. Your grandpa died when you were an infant so you don’t know much
about him. After his death, the whole drug cartel’s responsibility was inherited your mother. But
they’re becoming old and soon they will retire. Who do you think they’ll nominate to look after
their mafia group and the drug cartel ? It will be you, obviously. Your father is recently bringing his
“colleagues’ in your home to introduce with you, isn’t he? What does that signify? Ever wondered
what’s in your house's basement where your mom never allowed you to go? Son, | want to save
you. Run wherever you can stay safe, as soon as possible.”

“Rahul, wake up! It's 2pm already. You have a guest waiting for you.” | woke up suddenly hearing
my mom shouting behind the door. My heart is beating fast and I’ m sweating excessively. So all of
these were just a nightmare? Well, it better be. Still, my inner self was telling me to have alook at
the family photo albums again. | couldn’t believe my eyes. It's him! It’s him in the background of
most of the photos. “Rahul, freshen up and go downstairs to meet the guest” my mom said again
behind the door. | quickly got freshened up but mentally | wasin ashock. Went downstairs and saw
my dad with aman. “Rahul, meet Mr. Ratan. He is a colleague of mine and wants to discuss about
our business with you.” my dad said. | couldn’t believe my ears. First the stranger in the photos,
then this. That couldn’t be a dream. | need to get out far away from her, ASAP. | made an excuse
and left the meeting after couple of minutes, rushed to my room and started packing my necessary
stuff, gadgets, passport and cash. | checked my phone and found out getting no calls last night. |
held my phone and kept waiting for the stranger’s call. While fleeing from my home, my inner self
is screaming “ Please stranger, call me. Tell me what to do now....”
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:& Gambler’s Fallacy a

T

G.M. Naimuz Saadat
Dept. of Finance and Banking, Batch: 2019

The house aways wins. Do you know why? Because human beings are impulsive and gullible.
Impulsion and gullibility are subjective concepts, so let’s measure that in a quantitative manner.
The year is 1913. People are playing Russian Roulette in a casino. The ball has dropped severa
times on black. What do you think, where the ball will fall on next? Well, like you and me the
people also thought that on the next turn, the ball would fall on red. People betted on red. The ball
fell on red after 27 turns. Needless to say, the house won millions that night. You would think, that
people are smart enough to realize their mistakes but no. Fast forward to 2008, the housing market
crash. Again, bankers, policymakers, the whole financia sector thought “who doesn’t pay their
mortgage?’ But they were wrong, defaults were soaring, and ultimately the market crashed.

On both occasions, people assumed that probability changes based on past results. But that is not
true. When acoinisflipped, the probability of getting head or tail is50/50. It does not change even
if the coinisflipped a 100 times. Every time you flip a coin the probability will be and is 50/50 of
getting head or tail.

But regardless of the statistics, people assume on the basis of past results, thisis called Gambler’s
fallacy. The Gambler’sFallacy line of thinking isincorrect because each event should be considered
independent and its results have no bearing on past or present occurrences. For instance, acoin flip
is an independent event. No matter how many times a coin has flipped the probability of getting
head or tail is the same. On the other hand, imagine that a detective is chasing a robber. The
detective has shortlisted 20 houses where there is a probable chance of finding the robber. So, the
probability of finding the robber in the first houseis 1/20. After searching the first house, he didn’t
find the robber, so the probability of finding the robber in the second house increase to 1/19. This
is adependant event. The result of the outcome is dependent on each experiment conducted.

Now, it isimportant to understand what the probability entails. It does not tell you, when and how
athing is going to happen, it entails what is the likes of an event’s occurring. The 1/19 probability
doesn’t mean that the detective will or will not find the robber in the second house. It means that
if there are 19 individual events of searching for the robber, the detective will find the robber in 1
of those events and won't find the robber in 18 of those events. It does not tell you on which event
the detective will find the robber.
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Thismakes gambler’sfallacy adangerous phenomenon. Human beings areimpulsive and gullible,
they like to trust what they have seen not what they might see. That’s why the market crashed in
2008, that's why the house won millions on the night of 1913.

There are only afew who can transcend gambler’s fallacy, that’s why the likes of Michael Burry
and a few others, shorted the housing bonds in 2008 and gained millions of dollars. They didn’'t
giveinto their impulse, they saw the numbers and bet on it.

Human impulse is hard to beat, but to be a good investor, emotions should be left aside. Nobody
knows anything, the table in the casino has no memory, the coin doesn’t remember where it |anded
the last time. The only thing constant is that nothing is constant.
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Shourovi Akter
Dept. of Public Administration, Batch: 2020

What islife?
Lifeisnothing but full of love,
And lovefor al the creations of God.
What islove?

Loveis nothing but tenderness of heart
And it'safeeling good for others.
What islife?

Lifeis nothing but adream,

And it's ameaningful dream.

What is dream?

Dream is nothing but an idea and avision
And it makes fulfill our mission.
What islife?
Lifeisnothing but full of sorrows
When we follow the wrong path
And avoid the right path.

Oh God! enable usto follow the right path

And make our life successful.
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Raufur Rahman
Dept. of BBA in Management Studies
Batch: 2020

She called me yesterday,
to look at her garden
She called me the day before,
to look at her pond.
And | went,
| went yesterday,
And | went the day before,
And | went all the times she ever called.
And | praised her work,
Her sophisticated practice,

Her elegant strokes on the leaves,
And when she throws a pebble in the water,
It makes the perfect circle of wave,
| praised that too.

And | praised her beauty,
her laughter, the sweetest sound in heaven,
her eyes, like pearls made of diamonds,
her hair, like it absorbs brightness,
| praisedit all.

And yet, she did not call me today,
| waited, And she didn’t.

Maybe because, | don’'t have a garden,

A pond, or anything of that kind.
Perpetual togethernessis not for us, | know
But still, if she calls me tomorrow,

I’m gonnago,

Because, when she is draped in the blue saree of hers,
and | look over her neck,

Even the sun seems|like afull moon to me.
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World of High Expectation

Md. Shariful Hasan Khan
Section Officer
Department of Finance & Banking

Whoever | am, whoever you are,
We livein aworld of planets and stars,

A universe sewed by the needles of time.
With oceans to swim in and mountains to climb
Before | was born, this world was still there
I’ ve welcomed my life with thanks and prayer
The world will go on after | die
| can’'t ever change that. So why should | cry?
Artists and writers can often seek fame
But fame by itself stirs a dangerous flame
All great obsessions can truly subtract
From the heavenly sense that keeps us on track
Whenever we love, whenever we hate
The wheels of life turn, creating our fate
An ancient truth carved in an elegant shrine
What’s truly yoursisthere by design.
Thisworld is a maze, oursto unravel
A pathway of light very well-travelled
We forego darkness, we try to be kind
Seeking a treasure that brings peace of mind
We seek more money with higher positions
Generals, Bankers or famed politicians

while all we need isfor usto agree
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that peace isour goal, compassion the key

Wherever | live, wherever | roam
I live on this planet, the Earth is my home
A place filled with love, but also with crime
A place you can choose your pathway in time
From hatred and fear, | prayed for release
| choose only love, the route towards peace
My world spinsin the darkness of space
Joined to the power of infinite grace
We livein aworld of great aspirations
We work and we play and find inspiration
Loving and living in this great creation
Shouldn’t that be our high expectation?
High Expectation, High Expectation.
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Md. Rakib Hasan Rabbi
Department of English, Batch: 2018

Look at the sky and think about the life

Where did you come from
And where will you go?
Who are you of thisworld

And what the world is to you?

Why you were born and why you will die?

Close both of your eyes and feel with your heart
Search in the deep of your soul
And taste one sip of your answer.
Be empty of worrying
Think why you were created.
Don't hide yourself in prison
Binding yourself in thousand reason.
Ask your soul your gquestion

Follow your heart for your answer.

Why every object and every being
Isajar full of delight?
Why every of our surroundings
Act like counterfeit?
Why everybody have distracted talk,
Why religion have this much lock?

Why people makes lots of excuse

Why we carry burden that is huge?
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Why some suffer much

Why some happy?
Why some die of hunger

Why some fatty?

Why does the poor people live at road
Why do they suffer from rain, hot and cold?
Why some have full of hatred
Why some have love,

Why some have plenty of relatives
Why some have none?

Everyone has eaten and fallen asleep

Isthis the destination of our life?

Millions of questions
Here and there
OH, God.! | don’t know

I will go where.!

God smiled and replied back
Oh, dear soul

Lifeisall about, diamond and coal.

Pleasure, pain, ease, suffering
All are your mate,
One will come after another

To make change your fate.
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& Pseudo-Activism: The Global Trend

| ftesham Iftekhar
Dept. of Business Administration General
Batch: 2020

There is a quote from Slavoj which goes.

The threat today is not passivity, but pseudo-activity, the urge to “be active’, to “participate’,
to mask the Nothingness of what goes on. People intervene all the time, “doing something”;
academics participate in meaningless “debates,” etc.; but the truly difficult thing is to step back, to
withdraw from it al.

Whilelooking for aproper definition, | came up with nothing that serves as a satisfying definition.
The one that came close was from a paper written by Jonathan Bishop which states: Pseudo-
activism is a type of group-think, socia loafing, or free-riding, where people join organizations
based around activism, but their intentions are based more around a kind of empathy, where it is
more important to be part of a group that believes than be part of a movement that does[1].

This definition doesn’'t fully explain what it entails. 1’ve seen this too much among the “ Social
Media Generation” to not have a predisposed opinion about it. But that’s all thisis. An opinion.

Pseudo-Activism is that fake unspoken necessity society creates, the necessity of participation.
Anyone familiar with social media has been avictim of this at least once. Pseudo-activism doesn’t
work in the sense that if you don’'t participate, don’t opine on topics having no relevance to your
life, the society will go against you. Although as| am saying this, the recent Ayman Sadiq incident
rings the contradiction alarm in my head.

Anyways, this phenomenon is something a person builds in their minds. They feel they might get
left out of the race towards social acceptance. Social Mediatrends are pseudo-activity in disguise.
Someone doing a social challenge doesn’t mean we have to do it too. It also doesn’t mean that we
can’'t doit. But some of usinherently builds up this pressure that we must follow in those footsteps.

This is such a matter that one can’t call out others as a victim. The diagnosis of pseudo-activism
must happen internally. Perspective makesthisavery fickle disease to pinpoint as Pseudo-Activism
can frequently turn to actual/real social engagement.

I’m going out on alimb here, calling it a disease. Because for me, it was exactly that. Life under
quarantine made it more glaringly obvious for me.
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Calling 2020 eventful would be an oversimplification. Starting from the ongoing pandemic, the
BLM movement to the Pay Up protests of Bangladesh, we' ve seen too much in just 6 months. That
too, with more time in our hands, less work to do and greater social engagement on the internet,
the toll has been life-threatening for many.

Pseudo-activism made things worse. Anyone not speaking up publicly about worldly problems
apparently doesn’t deserve having a voice. While anyone speaking up is pretentious. Doing
something for the community publicly is bragging and secretly helping out doesn’t matter. Public
support of global affairsis cool but doing the same for friends in their ventures is tainting social
image.

Social media itself has become toxic and Pseudo-Activity is the injector of that poison. The rise
of mental health problems shouldn’t be surprising. People nowadays can’'t handle their family
environments despite it being the only real, worldly, non-virtual connection they have.

For many, the escape from pseudo-activism is disengaging from it but doing that has become
almost impossible as in current times almost everything is integrated in social media. And the
environment here is such that it wrings out your opinion for the world to complement or criticize
upon.

What we don’'t understand is that the people speaking up aren’t the majority. We think whatever is
being said on the internet is the peoples’ opinion but that’s not the case. Very few people speak up
and push their opinions down others. Most of them are borderline extremists instead of activists.

It reached a point where recently | stumbled upon apost in which aclinically depressed person felt
hesitant to open up seeing another post about depression because he couldn’t relate to the problems
stated there.

It's not something we can solve overnight. There might not even be a solution. Because pseudo-
activity isn't the same for everyone. Some might loathe it while for others it might be an
encouragement to become active and come out of their antisocial lives.

It isreducibleto an extent. But only if people build up a perspective that is theirs and not based on
other’s preferences and then STICK to it.

With such avolatile demographic, anyonehaving asolid belief/perspectiveisthemost controversial.
Which brings me to my next point, we need to be more tolerable to what we see. We don’'t need
to push someone or change ourselves to be socially accepted. Even if you do something grossly
unacceptable, the peoplewho truly care about you will remain the same. Even amurderer’s parents
will always love their son. We can’t force or shame someone who doesn’'t agree with us. We don’t
have the right.
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As for activism, things will be alot ssmpler for you if you just be active in what YOU want. Do
things that align with your intentions, not under social pressure. You want to post about your
personal lives, do without hesitation. You want to contribute for the poor, do so because you
want to. Not because your friends are doing it. Supporting a movement? Fantastic. But don’'t say
something online and act the oppositein red life.

| too am guilty of Pseudo-Activism. | am not proud of it, but | acknowledge it because through
this| cameto thisrealization. | may not be fully immuneto it, but I’ll keep trying, that’s for sure.

All this was just my opinion, things like these can’t be generalized. So, hope you read it with an
open mind.

[1] Bishop, Jonathan. (2014). My Click is My Bond: The Role of Contracts, Social Proof, and
Gamification for Sysops to Reduce Pseudo-Activism and Internet Trolling. 10.4018/978-1-4666—
5071-8.ch001.
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L ockdown

Shabab Junayed
Dept. of Finance and Banking, Batch: 2020

Lockdown is like a tunnel
that makes me wonder
why I’ ve had to suffer?

Where did | lose my thunder?

Lockdown islike atunnel
that makes me feel afright
but leads to a massive sphere of light
and hope in swift flight.

Will there be aray of light?
at the end of the tunnel

where happiness comes in bundles?

Can this prison be a scope?

Do you still think there's a hope?

—
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Simeron Islam Nirjana
Dept. of English, Batch: 2015

Who is ugly? | thought everyoneis beautiful!
A peaceful mind is beautiful!
A pure soul is beautiful!
A helpful person is beautiful!
A well-wisher is beautiful!
Then who is ugly where everyone is beautiful ?
A cruel soul isugly!
A dishonest person isugly!
An ungrateful manisugly!
An evil thought is ugly!
Being fair doesn't claim beauty,

Having beautiful eyes doesn’t glorify beauty,
Getting the perfect features; doesn’t hold beauty,
| can claim that very surely.

Not the one having snub noseis ugly!

Not the short oneis ugly!

If you accept that the black one is ugly for sure;
Then your thoughts really need a cure.

The people calling you ugly for features; are fool!

Oh! Come on, dear! you are beautiful!
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& Stained Hearts

Tasnim Rahman
Department of Economics, Batch: 2019

There'sadirt stain on Saba’'s salwar. The smudged black and brown streak snaked around her calf
like ascar from an untended wound. Even thefrilly white fabric of her salwar was imperfect. Good
thing her legs were under the table.

Sabafelt aneed to hide the stain anyway. She crossed her legs under the table, the rest of her body
following the measured movement and turning her stiff like a stone-carved scul pture. Considering
how her heart had already turned to stone and refused to beat inside her chest, she wasn’t surprised.
But the people across her on the other end of the small diner table would be concerned soon. She
uncrossed her legs.

The need to hide kept gnawing at her conscience like an unexplainable itch. She crossed her legs
again, remembered the guests, and uncrossed her legs. She crossed them again. Her body fell into
arepetitive rhythm of familiarity in thisdiner filled with strangers. Her heart found alittle comfort
but was still fighting against her ribs closing in. The fight for air reminded her of the first months
with Kiran when her heart would freeze and the world would spin when she was around him.

Kiran didn’t set the butterflies in her stomach free anymore. That’s what had drawn Sabainto him.
The comfort. The predictability. The swift lines with no ups and downs. But now Kiran seemed
like the roughest terrain she’d had to cross until today. In his neatly ironed white button-down
tucked in his black slacks, he was a stranger to Saba. The stress lines on his cheeks from biting the
inside of his mouth too hard were still familiar but Saba found no solace.

“Our decisionisfinal,” Kiran's father said with a playful wink at his son.

“1 am glad both parties have made the right decision for our children,” Saba's father said. His lips
spread into an ear to ear grin.

The two men in charge got up from their seats and shook their hands like this was a business deal.
She’ d seen her father make numerous business deals before, but nothing had made him this happy.

Between Kiran and herself, she wondered, which one of them was the commodity and which one
the currency.

“What a beautiful news! This requires sweets,” her mother declared as if she could hear Saba's
thoughts. The right blend of soft and stern in her voice soothed Saba. The thought of signing
contracts with Kiran the next morning left her nauseated anyway.
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“We need to celebrate our families merging together,” Kiran's mother added. Her smile matched
the enthusiasm in her voice.

If things werefalling in line, why did it hurt so much?

Saba had never felt so distant from her own family than she did now, on the day that she was
becoming a part of a new family. The series of deceitful words from her mother and Kiran from
the past few weeks now circled like vultures in her head, waiting to feed on the remains of her
dissipating heart. They had said she wouldn’t have to leave one family to join another. It sounded
like alie now.

She searched for Kiran's legs under the table, craving those possibly-false promises again. Thetip
of her high-heel clad feet brushed on a worn canvas shoe instead of the polished oxford shoes she
was reaching for. The foot retracted in reflex, and sprung back immediately hitting her shin.

Sababit her tongue and held on to the smile she' d been perfecting the entire evening. She looked at
Sharif, the owner of those canvas pair. He' d been kicking her periodically all evening. No wonder
her salwar was stained with dirt from his shoes. Maybe her brother was responding to the last call
to enjoy the annoyance in her face before she left. The thought of it was enough to melt the fiery
glare burning in her eyes.

Sharif gave her the smirk he' d mastered through all fourteen years of his existence. The amusement
barely reached his eyes. Pitch dark shadow cupped his face-the kind of darkness only an older
sister can unravel behind veils of fake excitement, the kind that could spring tears in her eyes at
any moment.

Sheshifted her gaze behind Sharif, towardsthe glasswall separating them from theworld blanketed
in darkness. She preferred it over the shadows on her brother’s face. She didn’'t have to carry the
burden of lighting up the world all alone.

Saba only had to light up Sharif’sface. She winked at her brother, asecret way to tell him to follow
her gaze. He implied without hesitation, finding the dessert plates being brought to their table.
The shormalai on the plates didn’t ook appetizing anymore, but Saba took comfort in watching
Sharif’s eyes gleam with delight. Her heart lightened. It had to be because of her brother’s smile.
Kiran reached for her hand limp on her lap and whispered, “Thisisfinally paying off.”

He had to be talking about the shormalai, but Saba pretended it was about that brief unforged
excitement in her brother’s face. She pretended it was about the sudden rush of butterflies Kiran
set freein her.

“Only if you can get it before me.” Saba glanced between the plate of sweets and Kiran's face
wrinkling into a gy grin. With one swift motion, she picked up the shormalai from his plate and
swallowed it. She had to have at least two pairs of shocked eyes trained on her, but if she were to
become a part of Kiran's family, she had to be comfortable around them.

The cream and sugar itched the back of her throat, but the sweet was a much-needed addition to
the bitterness the evening had built up in her.
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Tasnim Naz
Department of English, Batch: 2017

Ouitside the ninth floor bedroom window- a storm slowly brewed. The window was locked, making
it impossibleto feel the raging mood change outside. The person inside the enclosed walls was fast
asleep in a dreamless landscape. But there's always something that ties nature to its inhabitants,
a primitive connection. Either from that primitive connection or from several missed alarms or a
body’s natural alarm clock; the person woke up. He slowly stared out into the distance of his messy
bedroom; his surroundings full of organized chaos. Several half-open, half-flapped over books lay
around him. And he lay in between them all. He felt the storm, even before he heard it. He looked
up at the windowsill, and he instantly knew.

He was going to drench himself in the rain that morning.

The adventurous boy drenched his face with cold water first, waking him up even more. He had
aslow pulsating heart, which matched the slow thumping of the storm outside. There was a quiet
anticipation and a fear- an anticipation to tie in along tradition of childhood rain-drenching; and
afear that the rain might leave and never come back again. Breakfast would have to wait- some
things you just cannot delay, he told himself. As he left his room with a towel on his back, he
came back and grabbed his phone. He smiled at the phone, and the phone smiled back at him. He
pocketed a pack of cigarettes and left for the stormy skies.

The rain on the highest roof fell in small crystal droplets. These droplets cannot be bought, cannot
be sold- and yet there’'s nothing more precious. The rain fell in stages, it fell in rhythms. Spend
enough time with the rain, and you can amost match its rhythm. The daring boy tried to match
the rain’s rhythm. The crystal droplets fell on the surface of his skin and he was transported back
to every single good memory in his head, and in his heart. He let the rain wash over him, the face
on his skin, his hands, his legs, in between the cracks of his sole and in between every cuticle. It
wasn’'t enough though; there was a need for more surface area. He looked around him, and quietly
dlip out of hisdrenched T-shirt. He hung the shirt around his shoulders and let his new skin expose
itself to the rain. In a matter of moments, he was one with the rain- the adventurous boy matched
therain’srhythm. Asthe rain slowed down, he brought out a cigarette and lit it up gently. He stood
under the heaving sky and remembered why he smoked at the first place. A dangerous hobby, a
slow and painful death- but afeeling unmatched by any.
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The smoking man put the towel over his head. The rain reminded him of a number of things-
serenity, childhood, sadness, lust. He speculated that the rain in his country was unmatched by any
other. But more importantly, the rain reminded him of her.

He took out his phone and dialed her number. He knew she was asleep, unaware of the rain. On
the other side of the town, the sleepy girl lay fast asleep- unaware as he had specul ated. Her phone
rang and it woke her up. She rubbed the sands away from her eyes. Similar to the boy, her window
was shut closed. The star struck boy listened to the sleepy “hello” on the other end and smiled. She
reminded him of the rain.

“It'sraining outside.”
“Isit?

She got up and drew her curtains aside. The remnants of a long lost rainfall presented itself to
her. The road beneath her was glistening; the pavements were glossy dark and little puddles lay
everywhere. The scene saddened her. She had missed the rain. She let out the tiniest sigh. On the
other end of the phone, the drenched boy picked up on the sigh.

“Are you looking out your window?’

“l am.”

“What do you see?”’

“1 see the sky, it's dark and gloomy.”

“So do I. We're looking at the same thing, you and me.”
“Yesweare.”

Little streaks of sunshine began to pierce through the clouds. The tiniest bit of heat pervaded the
cool air on the roof. It was till windy though- a small gulf of warm air mingled itself to the rain.
The sleepy girl looked up at the streaks of light and said,

“Did | ever tell you that the rain reminds me of you?’

The boy sneered, “I know, love.”
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Azharul Islam
Department of International Relations
Batch: 2019

Once upon atime there was atree. A rare species, just once of itskind. Fruitsit gave were red, too
sweet and unusually big. More over it was not seasonal, nor periodical rather was whimsical! It
is said that its fruit brought renaissance! | don’t know, | just heard about the tree. Adam was the
first one to taste those. And we're here in this mortal world for that apple. The next one fell upon
Newton who changed the world by adding an extraweight to our mass. The last one was for aman
called Steve Jobs. The gravity of hisrevolution brought arenaissance to the sons of Adam unlikely
the apple he ate. So, these three apples actually brought a change in our world. For them, we got
the courage to hail ourselves and announce our identity to all lives created to date.

So, the point of my utmost attention on revolution is the x-factor for us being here. In traces its
roots deep down into the pages of history when civilization was still ateenager. Even thetimewhen
we first ignited fire, we're afraid, panicked and run away. But soon we used it in our pavement.
After that it became a history. Then we rowed for long. By time we changed. We lost our path. We
entered anarchy and darkness.

We killed and drank like mad. Fraud, slavery, injustice, barbarism engaged us all. Just then we
came up with one of the most sacred ideas of human civilization. We found religion. It had been
alantern in our darkness. It drove away our dark sins and enlightened us with the love for God
and for humanity. It changed the track of our journey by redefining the purpose of living. The
revolution that kicked off with an introduction to religions, found its result at currency of world
peace, humanity, generosity and advancement of human civilization. And the most interesting part
is that revolution has no definite period. It starts from nowhere can lead to anywhere. Revolution
isapocket full of gunpowder waiting for a splinter to explode.

Millions of painstaking lives got a source of relief by finding away to the grave. It was time when
the plague spread its claws. It was found epidemic and soon spread amongst people both mentally
and physically. It was a terror known as the Black Desath. The story is supposed to end here. But
my pen won't stop as | got a lot more to tell as humanity escaped a certain death. We stood up.
Thelegends say about amystique bird which grows up from its own destruction, its own ashes and
rises up to born again. It spread its wings of fire which dazzled magnificently in the blue sky...
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the phoenix. But like the legend after a distortion and destruction it truly ignited. Now it'stimeto
talk about it. Though the gravity or his gravitation was not something special but Newton found
anew way to think about it. He stirred a renaissance leading to massive improvement of science
and technology to 19th and 20th century. Though the revolution had a new look. Something that
could only be defined as an up-rise that hailed our torch which made Europe a supreme continent,
which opened our eyes and showed us the dream of every black people equality which enlightened
this superstitious Indian subcontinent and made it as one of the greatest potential zones on the
earth today which removed slavery and gave human their freedom. Yes, today we can say that
we conquered the world. But today’s revolution is the polluted reason of drone? To kill innocent
people of Gaza? Did Plato or Aristotle’s revolutionary ideas about politics was to suppress people
in the name of leading them to progress? Definitely Not. Renai ssance doesn’t mean revolt, banners
and bloodshed. It isthe way that makes people aware that human beings are the best of all creatures
for areason... apurpose for agreater good. They say necessity isthe mother of inventions. That's
why whenever people start to forget his true identity and sole purpose, renaissance shows us the
way and we do it together. That is why today’s human civilization is renovated with architectural
blue point of renaissance.

Due to fear, mistrust and lies, today’s chaos is happening. We are forgetting to be humane. That's
why we need to show that above the international borderlines racism, laws and orders, we are one
and for all. So today we need durian of al. Now we have to move on by our own.

Totheappletree:

Thank you for the fruit you gave us for which we could figure out our identity through renai ssance.
We owe you and your debt will surely not go in vein. We will rise and hail our torch.

And to the mankind:

The tree had done its job. Now it's our time. The world needs a change. We need to protect
ourselves from the deadly viruses together. So it’s time for usto do for our own interest. We gave
to start a new story, a new revolution and a new renaissance. It's now or never.
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& Havoc wrecker?

Arshia Habib Susmi
Dept. of ICT, Batch: 2019

Who ever thought that a particle smaller than even a sand, which doesn’t even have afull strand of
DNA could create such a chaos! COVID-19 has stopped the world. Putting us al in adilemmait
has gone to a silent mode when nobody seems to know how to bring it back. These empty streets,
vacant stadiums and our campus without our chirpings feel unnatural. Thisfear of unknown seems
unnatural. | can bet most of us have never encountered anything like this before. This paradox
of life and death has put us all in a situation when even people like me, the vagabonds, are also
thinking about the worth of thislife. When world istaking the hardest of itstests, | decided to fight
till the last breath of my life and | get the motivation simply from the surroundings around me
which | always took for granted. From the entities around me which are forcing me to recapture
my perspectives.

If looked closely, we are al in this situation together. More together than we have ever been. News
from social media of helping one another is compelling me to think and realize the facts and actual
necessities of our livesin avery new way. Thereisisolation but not loneliness. We all are beaming
with morals where meannessis slowly going away. Thereis maybeillness all around but our souls
are healing. Rebirth of love hastransformed the reality and is making our mind as clear as the sky!
This quietness everywhere is bringing clarity to our mind and | am beginning to actualy see. It's
now clear that whomever we pray to, we are not so different.

Apart from all the identities, the oneness | am feeling, just because of being a human, isinspiring
me to go on and giving me the mental stimulation to hold my faith on mankind. This divine
guidance is making me believe that this too will pass and all we need to do is to keep steady and
take thiswhole trauma as arestart button of our lives. Thislesson of unity and strength is certainly
going to make thisworld a better placeto livein.

Dedicated to humanity and all the frontline soldiers who are fighting against COVID-19 for us.
They are Inspiring and teaching me the true meaning of love and compassion. Not even anything
bigger than corona can defeat us when we are together.
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é Losing a Mother Forever

Srabonti Habib Proma
Dept. of BBA in Marketing, Batch: 2018

Raindrops snaked down the windscreen as Jane made her way out of the car. It wasraining heavily
with thunder crashing every now and then. She crept into her room as silently as a mouse. Her
heart was flooded with profound desolation. Gazing out of the window, she realized that nature
was weeping like her, sadly shedding tears. All the blissful moments she had spent with her mother
came flashing back in her mind like an old film. The unprecedented incident had left her battered
like anything.

Timeisthe best healer. But it failed to soothe Jane's pain. With the passage of time, nature changed
with seasons. Autumn arrived with backpacks full of fluffy clouds, which it set free in the azure
sky to sail. Busy city life regained its prompt, bidding farewell to the rainy season. But Jane was
completely unaffected by any excitement. She was not leading life but life was leading her. Numb,
she looked, as a body without a soul, functioning devoid of feelings. The field overlooking Jane's
stained window was shrouded with golden crops as late autumn rang the calling bell. But Jane
never opened the door. The flashing, gold-like hue compelled her to peer through the peep-hole.
Stealing a glance, she felt a web of memories surfacing from the deep, as she trotted among the
crops, clasping her mother’s hand, who used to shield her from any fear. But that hand was lost.
Jane’'s mother had passed away in an accident.

A few days later, chilly wind blew to inform Jane about the arrival of winter. Grieved nature was
concealed in a blanket of mist during the early morning. Asthe dim sunlazily surfaced to life, dew
drops, scattered acrossthe meadow, glistened like pieces of pearl. Brown leaves descended steadily
from the contiguous oak tree as Jane's elder sister cooked delicious hotchpotch. Ignoring the fun
of eating with family, Jane wanted to have her meal privately in her room. One day, acuckoo in a
near-by tree made Jane quite moved with its melodious rendition. The tune worked as a soothing
balm over Jane's diseased mind. She was involuntarily made known to the fact that spring was
paying a visit to her. Beautiful flowers adorned the nature with their gorgeous splendour. Spring
had been Jane’s favourite season but today it made no difference to her.

The bright, blazing sun was back with its might in summer. The speck of rays peeped stealthily
into Jane's window, anticipating to act asaray of hope for Janeto finally recover. The sound of the
ringing bell made by the ice-cream maker had always charmed an innocent little girl. And today,
almost a year after receiving a tremendous shock, this girl came running to have her feast. And,
when she did realize the metamorphosisin her, she steadily accepted the fact that just like the flow
of seasons, life flows too, fetching man from one phase of it to the next.
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