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Selection Criteria for University Teachers: Building
the Foundation of Quality Education

Major General Md Mahbub-ul Alam
Vice Chancellor, BUP

There iz a preat saving, “A pood education can change anyone. A good teacher can chanpe everything.” In
avery society, teachers are regarded as the architects of the fisure, Teaching is more than a profession - it is a
lifelong mission. At the university level, where the youth of society prepare themselves for leadership in all
affairs such as eaming knowledge, creating inmovations, building nations, etc. The role of teachers becomes
even more dynamically critical and crocial. Universities are not merely centres of higher education and research;
these are the places to inculcate cognitive content and a sense of patriotism, impart ethical, moral and cultural
valoes, pmﬁme good human beings, ensure societal progress and development, ete. Thus, the selection criterin
for appointing university teachers must be cautiously framed to ensure that only the most capable, committed,
dedicated, research-oriented and ethically and morally superior individuals are entrusted with these noble

responsibilities.

Academic Excellence

The primary criterion for selecting university teachers must have a sirong academic backeround. In this regand,
the University Grant Commission (UGC) formulated specific guidelines mentioning minimum academic
requirements with CGPA/equivalent grade. Some universities developed their own academic pre-requisites and
grades based on the UNGS"s guidelines, So, the academic resulis should be onie of the main selection criteria for
the post of university teachers, A candidate must possess not only relevant degrees but also evidence of
consistent academic performance. It is mentioned in the Holy Quran, “Say: Are those who know equal to
those who do not know?™ (Surah Az-Fumar, 39:9), Unquestionably, this verse underscores the supreme value
of knowiedge. A university teacher should possess not only formal academic qualifications but also deep
intellectual maturity. A track record of scholarly publications, research contributions, and engagement in the
academic community should be brought under consideration. However, mere certificates are not enough - the
depth of knowledge and the ability to translate complex cognitive content into comprehensible lessons should
be taken into account.

Teaching Aptitade

Possessing knowledge and imparting that effectively are not the same. The Holy Quran reminds us, “Invite to
the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instrection...” (Surah An-Nahl, 16:125). This verse highlights
that effective teaching is rooted in wisdom and clarity. A good university teacher must demonstrate strong
communication skills, a critical outlook, clarty of thought, and the ability (o create curiosity in students. A
candidate’s academic results can be ascertained by the academic certificates and grades the candidate has
already achicved, but the quality of commumication deserves adequate consideration during recruitment,
Candidates should undergo teaching demonstrations or aszessments to evaluate their pedagogical and
commumnication skills. Therefore, teaching demonstrations and interactive assessmenits should be part of the
selection process. True, from teachers, students at the tertiary level essentially require proper poidance that goes
beyond textbooks; therefore, the ability to mentor, motivate, and shape future professionals is crucial.

Technology and Digital Competence
To get oneselfl accustomed to technology is also essential for the appropriate functioning of modern-day higher
eduocation. Technological competence is no longer a choice, particularly in the management and guidance of
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digital platforms for conducting classes and assisting students in research as well, The ability of teachers to be
familiar with online leaming, remote instroction, and educational technology is & prime requirement that
reinforces educational advancement, and, thus, it should be given due impontance. Moreover, a candidate having
the skills to utilize technology froitfully must be determined, becanse it will help universities remain ready to
meet the challenges of blended and digital education.

Research and Inmovation

Universities flourish on the generation of new knowledge. As the philosopher and essayist Franciz Bacon wrote,
‘Knowledge itself is power.” Teachers should be chosen for their potential and efficiency to contribute to
rescarch, innovation, and also effective solotions to problems. Thus, the sclection process should prioritize
candidates who display an inclination toward research, inmovation, and mterdisciplinary kmowledge and
thinking. Teschers who can generate critical and comprehensive knowledge, publizh articles in reputed journals,
and contribuie to solving real-world problems will be able to strengthen the university’s standing and enrich
the nation's intellectual capital. Participation in extra~curricular and co-curricular activities may also be taken
into account for proper assessment. [n the process of recruitment, adequate emphasis should be given o the
publication and the number of citations of the candidate. Therefore, the main aspects of university teacher
recruitment should revolve around issues such as the grade of academic qualifications and communication
skills. But the policy should also encompass analytical power with critical thinking ability and the quality of
research publication. The added qualities should be given due importance, such as having higher degrees (PhD
mmpmMmmmmmjmmmWwﬂmﬂmm
or in any intensive research work, technological know-how, eic. They should possess the ability to impart
effectively by relating classroom teaching by giving some examples from the real world.

Moral and Ethical Standards

A teacher is not only an academic pedagogue but also a moral guide. The teachers' role extends beyond
academies, including sharing knowledge and imparting moral values and ethics to students (Tabassum & Alam,
2024, Knowledge without ethics is dangerous, The Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (peace be wpon him) said, “The
best among yon are those who learn the Quran and teach it." (Sahih al-Bukhari: 5027). This Hadith
emphasizes that teaching is not only a sacred trust but also a most outstanding activity. University leachers musi
have to prove themselves as symbols of honesty, integrity, tolerance, morality and respect in diverse situations.
Teachers' charscter must be moulded with all these traits, and these should be reflected by the individuals®
habitual activities. Their behaviour and manners, both inside and oulzide the classroom, should set examples
for students. People leam more by observing the activities of the preacher, not from mere listening to his words.
In view of that, the lifestyle of teachers and behaviour should serve as a role model for students, reminding us
of the Greek philosopher Avistotle’s words, "Educating the mind withou! educating the heart is no educaion
at all.” Therefore, umiversity authorities should develop 2 mechanism to evaloate the ethical disposition and
performance of assigned responsibilities of newly recruited teachers during their probation period to ensure that
they can nurture and transform students into responsible citizens. Authorities should also take steps to evaluate
whether the dynamism of newly appointed teachers has so far been reflected in their art of teaching in
clasgrooms.

Apolitical and Positive Mindset

[n the context of many developing nations, including Bangladesh, university campuses are often influenced by
respective political ideologies and activities, It is, therefore, essential that teachers remain apolitical, objective,
and positive-minded. Their focus should be on murturing knowledge and values, not fostering divisions and on
differentinl ideology and philosophy. Teachers with a positive and apolitical mindset might help preserve
scademic sanctity and harmony on campuses. A university thrives best when its faculty members uphold
neutrality and faimess, However, there are some issues where teachers and students both are expected to show
not only concern but also recommend measures to move forward, such as on-going ethmic-cleansing in Gaza
by Israel and elsewhere, A university needs a set of good human beings as teachers, not merely skilled
personnel; they are rather the highly potential section of society. The final word is - teachers and students, as
per their profession and duties, have nothing o do with politics, which is a completely different field that is
supposed to exist very far from the field of education and research.
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Balanced Evaluation Process

The selection process must be transparent, merit-based, and free from nepotism, favouritism, or political
interference. Plato, in The Republic, argued “society flourishes when knowledge-bearers lead with wisdom and
justice.” Therefore, Independent academic panels, including an external panel of experts, should evaluate
candidates through written examinations, class demonsirations o justify the arl of tesching, interviews, and
regearch presentations. This will ensure a fair and balanced evaluation that prioritizes quality over connections,
If meritorious candidates are not appointed as teachers, the dormant talent of students will never thrive. It is
apparent that moral and ethical aspects of the candidates cannot be appropriately ascertained during their
recruitment; so, this important matier should be evaluated and confirmed when their probation period is over,
by the competent, impartial assessment committee, formed by the authority.

University teachers hold the key to shaping enlightencd citizens and building up a knowledge-based society.
Therefore, the selection criterin must not be compromised under any circumstances. A blend of academic
brilliance, teaching skillz, research capacity, ethical strength, and social responsibility should be the foundation
of the selection process, The Quren, Hadith, and timeless wisdom from world literature - all point to one truth:
the nurturing of minds and llumining of souls is a secred duty. If we aspire o achieve excellence in higher
edocation and create a generation capable of leading the mation with intellectual wizdom, the careful and
principled selection of university teachers is not just necessary - it is indispensable.

Note: This article was published in the *Daily Sun' on 10 September 2025,
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Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP):
Accreditation and Quality Education

Major General Mohammad Quamruzzaman (retd)
Adjunct Professor
Faculty of Business Studies

Introduction

Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUF) is one of the public universities among three international, 55
public and 116 private (total 174) universities in Bangladesh. BUP pursues quality in undergraduate, graduate
and post-graduate programs since it establishment through the BUP Act 2009, The United Mations (LIN)
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 of the 17 SDGs commits to for inclusive and equitsble quality
education and promotes lifelong learning opportunities. Still in operation, the oldest Bologna University (1088)
of laly and the 2* oldest Oxford University of the United Kingdom (UK) came to present standard after a
thousand years, Medineval universities adopted the liberal arts: quadrivinm (arthmetic, geometry, music and
astronomy) and sefvien (grammat, logic and rhetoric) to ensure quality. Traditional methods saw 3 new
imclusion of outcome-based sducation (OBE) in universities. ‘University” is derived from Latin wumdversitas
magistrorum et scholarivm, the community of teachers and scholars, Eamning knowledge is not for livelihoods
only, but for spiritualism beyond materialism. Bangladesh is a signatory to the Washingfon Accord, one of the
international accreditations for quality engineering education.

BUP, as a flagship among 7 military (3 public and 4 private) universities, moves with the Bangladesh
Accreditation Council (BAC) fulfilling Article 17 of Bangladesh Constitution that entrusts the State to adopt
effective measures for the purpose of establishing a universal education system to meet the needs of society:
local, regional and global,

BAC Act 2017 and Acereditation

BAC iz established through the BAC Act 2017 to accredit higher adocation institutes and academic programs.
BUP'z five faculties are: Arts and Social Science, Security and Strategic Studies, Science and Technology,
Business Studies and Medical Studies. The three centres are: Research Centre, Cenire for Modem Languages
and Centre for Higher Studies and Research. Besides 8 faculties/centres, there are 57 affiliated Army, Navy,
Air Force and Border Guard Bangladesh colleges and institutes for which BUP needs accreditation from BAC.
BAC Act 2017 possesses 27 Sections. BAC was formed in 2019 by Section 4 of the Act. As per Section 5 of
the Act, the location of BAC was at Mohakhali but was relocated to Minto Road, Dhaka. It is responsible for
higher education institutions (HEIs) and acadernic program offering entities® accreditation for quality assurance,
leading to international recognition. BAC Motto is: Sustainable Socioeconomic Development throogh
Excellence in Higher Education. Four full-time members and eight part-time members under a chairman work
m BAC following Section & of the Act.

Accreditation is the independent, third-party evaluation of a confirmatory and conformity assessment against
recognized standards, conveying a formal demonstration of impartiality and competence. It is to carry out
specific conformity tasks: inspection, testing and centification. Over-reliance on inputs of higher education
accreditation, such as infrastructure facilities, quelifications of faculty members, instructional time, research
activities, ete, to be weighed-out compared to students’ learning outcomes. The American Council for Higher
Education Accreditation maintains contact with accreditation bodies of 175 countries, including Bangladesh,
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BUP*s Quest for Quality in Higher Education

56-acre BUP campus is a super-fugion of land-water-light-air. Well-coordinated and connected systems at BUP
amphmmhaﬂmauu—mfmngmdmghhﬂmm The plocal (global+local) work phenomena at BUP
are unique. UN 17 SDGs by 2030 mention in Goal-4 about quality education besides inclusion and quantity.
BUP's wvizsion is to emerpge a8 4 leading university for professionals through need-based education and resenrch
with a glocal perspective. BUF"s mission is to develop the civil and military human capital through advanced
education and research to the respond to the knowledge-based society of the contemporary World,

‘Professionals” possess o special definion in the BUP Act 2000 Section 2 (19). BUP':s organic 8
faculties/centres and 57 affiliated colleges/institutes run about 94 programs in & glocal context and content.
Public-Private dichotomy turned win-win at BUP through the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Act 2015,
Strong civil-military relations and cooperation in BUP's Senate, Syndicate and Acadetnic Council bring
synergies. ‘Excellence through Knowledge' in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM),
along with Humanities, Social Science, Business Administration and Strategic Management, ensures a
knowledge economy for SDGs.

Historjography of Acereditation and Quality

Polymath Pythagoras used quality matrix quadrivivm and frivim for Greek City State Crofon s viclory over
Sybaris in 510 BC. Athenian military Captain Socrates (470-399 BC) coined phifosophy: Greek phil (love);
sophia {wisdom). Socrates® disciple Plato and Plato's disciple Aristotle provided philosophical solutions to
universal problems in their accredited Academy and Lycewm. Alexander, a soldier-emperor learned
cpistemology, polemology and ontology from these universities.

Strategy from Greek strafegia means the generalship/the art of handling troops. Hesiod"s Theogony, Valmiki's
Ramayana, Vyasa's Mahabharata, Homer's fliad!Odyssey, Abrahamic Prophets’ TheologyHoly Wars depict
struggles/battles. These are primary sources of various -logy, -ism, -gony, -ics, -graphy, -gogy, -sophy and -
cracy. These were taught in accredited/quality institutes by credential teachers like Krisna, Drmacharya,
Achilles, Ulysis, Sun-Teu, Chanakya, Khalid, Tarigue, Atish-Dipankar, etc,

Misconception on University Rankings

Global QS Rankings by Wharton-MBAs Nunzie Quacquarelli and Matt Symonds, THE Rankings by Times
Higher Education and ARWU by dcademic Ranking of World Universities have no inlemational-legacy/public-
authority. UNESCO i officially entrusted to work on quality university education. It is questioned whether
rankings do more harm than good. Profit-motives of ranking organizations create misperception/misconception
among prospective university students, guardians and related stakeholders.

Rankings consider universities” wealth/endowments, admizsions, foreign faculty/stodents, research, alumni-
successes, teachers” credentials, ete. Comparison critetia vary from country to country, economy o economy
and cultore to culture, Quality-sducation at BUP is maintained against the pressure of quantity increase which
may not be the case in Western universities. QS THE/ARWL may not count BAC's endeavours for quality
education. Thus, BUP should not waorry about rankings by QS THE/ARWLL

Conclusion

BUP’z efforts for sccreditation from BAC for ifs programs and instituies ensure quality higher education, as
mentioned in the BAC Act 2017 and the follow-on Accreditation Rules 2022 conforming to the Bangladesh
National Qualifications Framework (BNQF). Higher education demands andragogy: andra (adult), gogy (teach)
and heutagogy: Aewta (self), besides pedagogy: peda (child), followed for rofe-memory. BUFP emphagizes
heuristics; secking solutions by self-discovering, inventing and inmovating.

BUP has links with the Bangladesh Accreditation Board (BAB) established under the Bangladesh Accreditation
Act 2006, for its testing laboratories to mm around 94 higher education programs at 8 faculties/centres and 57
affiliated institutes, Through holistic trivium and quadrivium, glocal synergy is achieved at BUP, Haising with
the Ministry of Education, University Grants Commission, BAC and BAB.
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Historiography reveals that various -logy, -ics, -graphy, -ism, -gony, -sophy and -cracy have connections with
Theology and Polemology studied at Plato’s Academy, Aristotle's Lyceum, Vedic Taxila, Jewish Elephantine,
Buddhist NMalanda, Fihri's Al-Qarawidyyin, Fatimid's Al-dzhar, Christian’s Belogna, etc. BUP's Theology-
Polemology relevance is an accreditation for BUP's quality education too,
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Strengthening Universities Through Media:
A Perspective

Alr Commedore Ferdous Mannan
Chief of Public Relations, Information and Publications

Introduction

In today's global knowledge cconomy, universities are not only centres of edocation but also complex
institutions that interact with society, industry, and government. Media, in both traditional and digital forms,
play an instrumental role in this system by serving as a bridge between universities and their siakeholders. From
communicating institutional values to promoting research, supporting recruitment, and fostering social change,
the media has become a strategic tool for higher institufions offering higher education worldwide. This article
explores the key functions of media in universities, with a particular focus on communication, research
promotion, branding, recruitment, educational development, alumni relations, and crisis management.

Some Roles of Media in Universities
Being a vast and versatile arena, the media can play many roles in universities. A few important roles are
narrated below:

2. Communication and Stakeholder Engagement : Media can facilitate effective communication
between universities and their diverse stakebolders, including students, faculty, alumni,
policymakers, and the wider community, Traditional outlets such as newsletters and press releases
would remain relevant, but digital platforms, especially social media, may become the dominant
channels for real-time engagement. Universities can use platforms like Facebook, Instagram, X
{Twitter), and LinkedIn to share announcements, promote events, and engage in dialogue with
stakeholders, thereby creating a sense of community and enhancing institutional transparency.

b. Promoting Hesearch and Academic Achlevements : Univerzities are hubs of knowledge
production, and the media can play a crucial role in disseminating their research outputs. Press
releases, academnic blogs, and open-access repositories can help expand the visibility of research
beyond scholarly circles, Media promotion of conferences, symposiums, and publications may also
facilitaie collaboration and enhance the institution’s academic reputation. By showcasing research
achievements, universities can strengthen their global standing and attract fimding and top-tier
talent.

¢ Branding and Reputation Management : [n a highly competitive higher education landscape,

ion is central to institutional success. Media can be instrumental in shaping university
branding by highlighting academic excellence, notable alumni, innovative facilities, and social
impact. Strategic public relations campaigns can ensure that achievements are projected pogitively,
positioning the university as a leader in education and innovation. Strong branding through media
may not only attract students and faculty but also foster partnerships with industry and government.

d. Recruitment and Admissions : The media has transformed the way universities recruit students,
Online campaigns, virtual campus tours, testimonial videos, and interactive webgites provide
prospective students with immersive insights into university life. Digital platforms can influence
student decision-making more than traditional brochures or advertisements. Targeted social media
ads and search engine optimization (SEQ) can also allow universitiez to reach intemational
audiences, thereby expanding their applicant pools and fostering diversity.
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e, Educational Development : Media can also enhance teaching and learning by providing access to
educational resources beyond the classroom. Online courses, video lectures, and podcasts can
supporl blended and distance leaming models that are increasingly popular in higher education.
Platforms like YouTube and institutional repositories can allow faculty to share lectures globally,
promoting lifelong learning and interdisciplinary collaboration. Additionally, digital media can
enable students and faculty to form virtual communities for knowledge exchange, expanding the
lzamning ecosystem.

f. Alumni Relations and Networking : Sustaining strong alummni networks ig vital for institutional
growth. Media can keep alumni connected to their alma mater through newsletters, online events,
and social media groups. Success stories of alumni, highlighted through media campaigns, can not
only inspire current students but also encourage alummi to contribute financially or through
mentorship. Thus, media can serve a8 a tool for strengthening lovalty and long-term institutional
support.

g. Crisis Management and Transparency : During crises, such as pandemics, political unrest, or
campus controversies, the media can ensure iransparent and timely commumication. (uick
dissemination of information through press releases, websites, and social media updates can help
maintain trust, menage mismformation, and reassure stakeholders. Effective media strategies
during crises can strengthen institutional resilience and safeguard reputation.

The Case of !hnﬂll.‘lul

For universities in Bangladesh, where competition among public and private institutions is intensifying,
adnpnn;u strategic approach to media is crucial. Universities may:

Develop comprehensive media strategies aligned with institutional poals.

Strengthen digital presence through bilingual communication (Bangla and English).

Promote research outputs via open-access platforms.

Use targeted digital campaigns for admissions and outreach.

Invest in e-learning platforms to expand access,

Build alumni and industry relations through dedicated digital portals,
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By integrating these strategies, Bangladeshi universities can enhance their visibility, attract global talent, and
strengthen their contribution to national development.

Conclusion

Media has become a comerstone of modern higher education, shaping how universities communicate, teach,
recruit, and engapge with society. It can amplify research achievemenis, build instintional repuiation, sirengthen
alummi relations, and ensure transparency during a crisis. For universities in Bangladesh and beyond, adopting
a comprehensive media strategy is no longer optional. [t is vital for academic excellence, social relevance, and
global competitiveness. By hamessing the full potential of media, universities can reinforce their role as engines
of kmowledge, innovation, and societal transformation,
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Student Responsibilities from the Beginning of
University Life: Building Foundations for National
and Global Contribution

' i . Lr' i.
Tahmina Sultana

Assistant Professor
Department of Business Administration in Management Studies

University life is often considered the tuming point in a student’s personal and professional development. It is
a period of transition in which young individuals enter 8 more independent world, equipped with greater
freedom but also faced with desper responzgibilities. The habits and choices students cultivate from the very first
day at the university determine not only their own future but also the progress of their families, communities,
and even their mation. In a globalized world, where opportunities are interlinked across borders, the
responsibility of university stadents extends bevond their homes and country, encompasging a duty 1o contribote
meaningfully to the broader international society as well. Therefore, it is cssential to reflect on what students
shonld do from the very beginning of their university life so that they can grow into responsible citizens,
effective professionals, and ethical global participants.

1. Understanding the Purpose of University Education

At the very outset, students must realize that university education is not just about obtaining a degree or securing
a job. It is about holistic growth, inteliectual enrichment, and character building. Students should enter with a
mindset that they are preparing themselves to face real-world challenges with knowledge, skills, and wisdom,
This perspactive motivates them to take their studies seriously, attend lectures attentively, and engage with
learning materials in depth. When students valoe edocation as a long-term investment, they are more likely to
remain committed and purposeful throughout their journey.

1. Developing Discipline and Time Management

One of the first responsibilities of a university student is to cultivate discipline in daily life. Unlike school,
where teachers and parents constantly monitor progress, university students must take ownership of their time
and schedule. Effective time management ensures that academic tasks, personal commitments, and
extracurricular activities are balanced. Students who leamn to set priosties, aveid procrastination, and meet
deadlines build a reputation for reliability. These qualities not only help them succeed in academics but also
prepare them for professional excellence, where discipline and punctoality are valued globally.

3. Building Strong Academic Foundations

Academic success remains the cornerstone of university life. From the beginning, students should attend classes
regularly, complete assignments on time, and make use of library resources. Beyvond classroom leaming,
stdents should develop habits of independent study, research, and critical thinking. In today’s competitive
waorld, surface-level knowledge i insufficient. Instead, deep understanding, analytical ability, and problem-
solving skills distinguish outstanding graduates. These qualities help students contribute to their nation by
becoming innovators, skilled professionals, and policy shapers who can address societal challenges,

4. Engaging in Extracurricular Activities

A woll-roonded stodent is one who engages in activities beyond tectbooks. University life offers diverse
opportunities such as debating clubs, cultural organizations, sports teams, volunteer groups, and leadership
societies. From the first year, stadents should actively participate in such initiatives to build confidence,
communication skills, teamwork, and leadership abilities, These experiences enable them to contribute to
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socicty by becoming socially responsible individuals who can mobilize communities, influence poers
positively, and manage collective efforts. On a global scale, such skills are transferable to international
organizations, multicultural workplaces, and global civic engagements,

5. Nurturing Ethical and Social Responsibility

Students must remember that higher education is a privilege not enjoyed by everyone in society. Therefore, it
is their moral responsibility to use this privilege for the betterment of others. From the start of university,
students should engage in community service, support underprivileged groups, and raise awareness about social
issues, Even small acts, such as participating in blood donation drives, tutoring disadvantaged children, or
campaigning for environmental sustainability, reflect responsible citizenship. When practiced consistently,
these actions prepare students to become contributors not only at home but also af the global level, where ethical
responsibility and sustainability are valued,

6. Using Technology Wisely
In the current era, social media and digital tools dominate student life. While these platforms provide immense
learning opportunities, they also carry risks such as distraction, misinformation, and addiction. From the
beginning of university, students should learn to use technology productively—engaging in online learning,
accessing digital libraries, attending webinars, and networking with professionals. They should avoid falling
into the traps of fake news, excessive entertninment, or unproductive scrolling, The wise use of technology
enhances knowledge, broadens horizons, and allows students to remain globally connected and competitive.

7. Fostering Global Awareness and Competence

University students must prepare themselves to thrive in an interconnected world. This requires awareness of
global issues such as climate change, migration, technological innovation, and international conflicts. Students
should cultivate intercultural competence by reading about different cultures, engaging in exchange programs,
of participating in cross-cultural dialogues. Proficiency in international languages, especially English, further
cxpands opportunities abroad. By doing so, students can represent their country positively on global platforms
and alzo bong back knowledge and innovations to strengthen their homeland,

8. Cultivating Research and Innovation Mindset

From their early davs al university, students should be encouraped to enpapge in research, innovation, and
problem-solving. Universities are not only centres of teaching but also of discovery and creativity. Students
who involve themselves in research projects, fieldwork, and scientific inquiry develop an attitude of curiosity
and innovation. This mindset enables them to contribute solutions to pressing national challenges such as
poverty, health issues, or infrastructural gaps. At the same time, through collaborative research with
international scholars, they can contribute to global mowledge and mnovation.

9. Balancing Individual Ambition with Collective Responsibility

It is natural for stodents to dream of personal success, whether through securing high-paying jobs or prestigious
scholarships abroad. However, they must remember that their growth should align with collective respensibility.
From the beginning, students should develop a sense of gratitude toward their families, institutions, and nation
that have supported their education. This gratitude should translate into a willingness to give back—whether
through mentorship, knowledge sharing, or service. Students who balance personal ambition with collective
responsibility shine not only as professionals but also as nation builders.

10. Developing Emotional Intellipence and Resilience

University life is often challenging, filled with academic pressure, competition, and personal struggles. Students
who learn to manage emotions, deal with failures, and support peers emerge as emotionally infellipent
individuals. Such resilience helps them adapt to difficulties, remain optimistic, and motivate others. Emotional
intelligence is a vital skill for leadership at home, in workplaces, and on intemational platforms. From the first
day of university, students should work on empathy, patience, and the ability to handle stress effectively.
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11. Networking and Alwmni Engagement
Another vital responsibility is to begin networking early. Students should build connections with peers, faculty

members, and alumni. Alumni, in particular, serve as valuable sources of mentorship, career guidance, and
professional opportunities. By maintaining respectful and meaningful relationships with alumni, stndents ensure
that their academic journey is entiched with practical insights and long-term career benafits. This networking
not only enhances individoal opportunities but also strengthens the overall reputation of the university and the
nation.

11. Becoming Agents of Positive Change

Ultimately, the responsibility of 2 university student is to see themselves as agents of positive change. From the
first day, students should embrace values such as integrity, accountability, respect, and perseverance. Every
small effort, whether excelling in academics, helping a peer, joining 8 social cause, or publishing a research
paper—contributes to building a brighter future for their country and for humanity. University students are, in
fact, the bridge between present realities and future possibilities. Their actions, decisions, and values have a
multiplier effect on families, communities, and nations.

Conclusion

The beginning of university life is 2 golden opportunity to lay a strong foundation for personal growth and
sociefal contribution. By focusing on discipline, academic excellence, ethical responsibility, technological
literacy, global awareness, innovation, and social engagement, students can shine in their respective fields and
contribute both at home and abroad. A responsible student is not merely concerned with securing 2 degree but
is committed to becoming a source of inspiration, progress, and harmony. In an age where knowledge,
technology, and cultures cross borders, the responsibility of university stodents extends to shaping a betfer
warld. Therefore, every student should treat university life not as a passive phase of leaming but as an active
journey of self-development and service to humanity.
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Marketing for Socialization: the Art of Being
a Good Friend

Ashik Abdullah
Assistant Professor
Department of Business Administration in Marketing

When you hear the word marketing, you might picture flashy ads, annoying pop-ups or an unwanted
zalesperson. But what if | told you that marketing is more like being a good friend? You might think of
marketing as something manipulative, exaggerating facts just to pet attention. And ves, sometimes it"s used that
way. However, just like any powerful skill, you can use marketing to mislead, or you can use it to genuinely
care ahout others. At its core, marketing is about how you understand people, how you engage with them, and
how you add value to their lives. In fact, whether you realize it or not, you already practice marketing every
day when you market ideas, when you talk to others. You market emotions when you comfort 2 friend. When
you introduce yourself at a party, you're marketing your personality. Marketing isn’t just a business function;
it’s a life skill. Perhaps one of the most important social skills! One that helps vou become the kind of person
ofhers foel comfortable opening up to.

Before you respond, define the purpose

In marketing, Listen — Understand — Speak is one of the most powerful and surprisingly simple frameworks.
Many of us assume that communication starts with speaking, but seasoned marketers kmow it beging with
listening. They pay close attention, absorbing not only the words but also the tone, emotion, and context. Cnly
after they truly understand what's being communicated do they respond with intention and clarity.

This principle applies beautifully to everyday conversations. Effective communication isn't just about
exchanging words; it's about uncovering meaning. Picture this; a friend says, ['m fine, * but their voice cracks,
their shoulders slump, and their smile doesn’t reach their eyes. Most people hear the words, Good
communicators bear the story behind them.

Equally important is defining why you're responding. Are you offering comfort, proposing a solution, or simply
being present? Just as every marketing campaign needs a clear goal, every meaningful conversation benefits
from clarity of intent, Withouot it, we risk misunderstanding the other person or even unintentionally causing
harm.

Before you speak, take 2 brief pause and ask yourself: What is the purpose of my response?
That small moment of refllection can completely transform how you communicate with others. Instead of
reacting impulgively, you respond with empathy and relevance,

In both marketing and life, purposeful communication builds credibility, deepens relationships, and creates
space for real understanding. So, the next time vou're about to speak, listen first, understand folly, and then
speak with purpose.

Less is Maore: Sometimes, the Minor the Input, the Greater the Impact

Enowing your audience is the prerequisite for setting any marketing strategy. But it isn't only about age or
background, it's about understanding people’s intent, emotions, needs, and preferences. The same idea applies
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to everyday conversations. When someone is speaking to you, try to pay attention to their non-verbal coes, Are
they looking for validation, empathy, honest feedback or simply your quiet presence?

Let them guide the conversation. Often, people don’t want advice or opinions; they just want to feel heard. You
don’'t always need to fill the silence or jump in with solutions. Sometimes the most meaningful thing you can
do is simply hold space and hear.

Marketing also teaches us the value of 2 "pull” approach over a ‘push’ epproach, Instead of pushing your ideas,
opinions, of judgments onto others, allow people to pull what they need from your presence. It's a small shifi,
bt it builds & stronger sense of trust and connection.

That alzo means knowing when not (o speak. Just because vou can say something doesn"t alway: mean you
should. Choosing to hold back a reactive or emotionally charged comment can protect the tone of & conversation
and sometimes even a relationship.

For example, imagine you're at a party and a friend starts retelling a story you"ve already heard, and you know
it"s slightly exaggerated. Rather than interrupting with “Youo always stretch the truth,” you simply smile and let
them have their moment. That small act of restraint keeps the mood light and the friendship intact.

Misunderstanding is the pillar of better understanding

Even with the best intentions, you will sometimes get things wrong, and that's offen where real leaming begins,
Honestly, there are moments you speak when you should have listened, offer advice that wasn't needed, or react
emotonally when silence would have been wiser. And that's okay. Every misstep is a chance to grow. In fact,
gome of the most meaningfol lezssons come from the conversations you wish vou had handled differently.

Let your ‘audience’ become your teacher. The friend who shared something personal and left feeling hurt,
maybe you misread what they really needed. The junior who stays quiet around you may feel that vour presence
is intimidating, Pay attontion to the small coes, and be willing to ask yourself: What could [ have dome
differently? Growlh doesn’t come from getting evervihing dght; it comes from reflecting when vou don'L And
when you bring that mindset into your relationships, vou don't just become a better communicator, you become
a better human being.

The Real ROT: Trust fundamentally, marketing isn’t about transactions; it's about credibility. The best brands
don’t just sell, they solve problems, the way good friends listen and try to understand. Next time you hear the
word ‘marketing,’ think of relationships, values, and genuine rapport. In & noisy waorld, people who truly
understand others are rare and valuable. You're not just building networks; you're rearing reputation, faith, and
legacy. Because Friendship isn't defined by what you share, but by how much you care.
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Stronger Together: Ending Ragging through
Awareness and Action

Niamat Ullah
Legal Officer
Legal Cell, Registrar's Office

Ragging is one of those words that immediately brings to mind fear, anxiety, and painful memories. While a
few may try to brush it off as “just tradition’, harmless fun’, or a *long-practiced legacy to get connected with
seniors”. The reality is that none of these practices resull in positive interactions between either party. Bagging,
while itself carrying a negative connotation, often crosses the line from what is viewed as “ice breaking” to
harassment, humiliation, or even violence. At its heart, it violates a student’s dignity and sense of safety, and it
has no place in & leaming environment.

In Bangladesh, no uniform anti-ragging law is currently in effect. That does not mean stndents are without
protection. Several provisions of the Penal Code covering asssult, criminal intimidation, wrongful restraint, and
defamation can be applied to punish ragging in major cases, Ohver the years, courts have also directed academic
institutions to take preventive measures. The government has addressed this issoe in the Guidelines Related to
Anti-Ragging at Educational Institutions 2023, published by the Ministry of Education, which formally defines
ragging and encourages institutions to take firm action. The High Court directed all colleges and universities in
Bangladesh to establish anti-mgging committees to prevent such sctivities and ensure the effective
implementation of the anti-ragging guidelines.

At Bangladesh University of Profeszionals (BUP), the commitment is (o mainiain a safe, disciplined, and
respeciful campus in all circumstances. The BUP Students Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Rules 2024 go
further then most institutional frameworks. They have already established & Permanent Committee on Anti-
Ragging and Bullying, which continues to carry out a wide range of activities, including identifying and
evaluating actions that fall within the definition of ragging, outlining how to report it, and setting clear penalties
for those involved This clarity is vital becanse vague promises are never enough. When expectations and
consequences are explicit, students, teachers, officers, and staff all know exactly where they stand. It deters
potential offenders and helps survivors and witnesses feel confident to speak up.

What Constitutes Ragging
Ragging can be verbal, written, physical, social, cyber, sexual, or psychological, involving acts committed by
senior students against junior students that demean, intimidate, coerce, or abuse, often under the guise of
tradition, initiation, or botding, The Guidelines Related to Anii-Rageing af Educational Institufions 2023 define
ragging to include behaviour that causes fear, humiliation, harassment, physical injury, psychological harm, or
mental distress, whether committed individually or collectively.

Responding to Ragging
# Lnderstand the definition: [f someone’s actions make you feel unsafe, humiliated, or coerced, it may
qualify as ragging.
= Speak up: Repont incidents immediately 1o the concerned Department, the Proctor®s office, or the Anti-
ragging and Bullying Committee,
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¢  Document evidence: When safe, note down details such as tme, location, mﬁﬂmﬂm e, and
Withesses,
= Support peers: If you see someone being targeted, support them, A small gesture can mean a lot.

Moving Forward at the National Level:

While BUP has strong safeguards, Bangladesh would benefit from a unified national anti-ragging law to ensure
consistent standards acrozs all educational institutions. Such a law could mandate:

A 247 national anti-ragging helpline

Mandatory rights awareness during stodent orientation

A standardised complaint process across campuses

Stronger mental health and counselling support for survivors

A Bhared Responsibility:

Creating a safe campus is everyone’s job. It's not enough to simply avoid ragging. We must challenge it
whenever we see it, stand by those affected, and work towards policies that make it impossible for such
behaviour to survive. University life should be about growth, friendship, and opportunity, not fear. When
sudents stand together, they send a clear message: dignity, respect, and safety are non-negotiable, Let's make
sure that's the culture we hand down to every new gencration.
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Are We Good Citizens? A Simple Test

Meherin Ahmed Roza
Lecturer
Department of Public Administration

‘Reform” — a buzzword we often use nowadays. What is reform? It simply means *bringing changes info
something in order to imprave it'. So naturally, whenever we utter the word “reform’, we start by ‘criticizing’
the existing setting — be it any institution or any system. [t is perhaps in human nature that we mostly see faulis
in others except oursebves, and while criticizing, we become extra critical and leave no fault utnmentioned. We
sce problems in almost everything, and when it comes to the country, most of us feel delighted to state how

hopeless we are in this country and the countrymen!
But have you ever wondered, *who are the countrymen?’, and *what the country even is without its people?”

[sn't it obwvious that we are part of the very countrymen that we are discussing? Isn't it obvious that all the
countries of the world are nothing but land territories except for their citizens, which and only which define
their states? Without its citizens, a nation is just a territory on a map. So before making impulsive comments
like *Bangladesh is good for nothing,” we should ask ourselves, *Why isn’t my country better—what role have |
played in holding it back, and what role can I play in changing it?"

The country, the government, and the public administration are all alive in our everyday lives. Therefore, proper
public administration happens when both the leader and citizens play their parts responsively. [t happens when
we stop al the traffic light, when we turn the gas off, and when we pay the taxes. Mow, let me ask vou a few
simple questions:

# Do vou wail in line patiently, or try to cot ahead?

+ Do you throw waste into the dustbin, or onio the street?

¥ our answers to these questions might reveal more about your role as a citizen than you realize, If you answered
‘yes" to the first option in each case, congratulations—you are already practicing good governance in your daily
life. If you answered “no," don’t worry. This is not a test you fail once and fior all. [t's a test vou can re-take and
improve every single day. Because in the end, public administration is not only about what government officials
do. It is also about how ordinary people—like you and me—behave in our deily lives.

For example, when a teacher comes to class on time, students respect discipline. Similarly, when a student
studies sincerely, the teacher feels motivated. Together, they creale an environment of learning-it is like a
shared responsibility. The same logic applies to society at large. If officials are honest bt citizens ignore the
rules, the system collapses. If citizens are gincere but officials are corrupt, people lose trust. But when we both
try together, something magical happens—we see cleaner cities, smoother services, and a brighter, more hopefiil
firture,

Many people underestimate the power of small acls, They say, “What difference will it make il T alone follow

the rules? Everyone else is breaking them anyway.” But let me share a thought: every big change in history
started with individuals who refused to ignore small actions. Social movements, reforms, and even revolutions

have often been sparked by simple acts of responsibility.
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When Rosa Parks refused to give up her bus seat in 1955, it was a single, quiet act of defiance, Yet, it became
the spark that ignited the American Civil Rights Movement (Theoharis, 2013).

Good citizenship works the same way, One person following the rules encourages ten others. Ten imspire a
hundred. And soon, society itself beging to transform-and thos the ever-wondering ‘reform” actually happens.
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Picture: Rosa Parks, the catalyst of the civil rights movement,
to give up her seat on a Monigomery bus

Reference:
Theohariz, I. (2013}, The rebellious life of Mis, Rosa Parks. Beacon Press,
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Blockchain Technology in Public Administration:
Prospects and Challenges ﬁ

Anas Al Masud
Lecturer
Department of Public Administration

Introduction

Blockchain technology is one of the foundational pillars of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (41R), representing
& paradigm shift in database management. While itz core components, like cryptography, proof-of-work, and
cheined timestamps had been imvented over time, Satoshi Nakamoto successfully combined them into a
revolutionary sysiem-the blockchain, Al ils core, this technology is a cryplographically secure dalabase
maintained by a user network of users. In this system, new information is added as sealed “blocks’ to the
database, linking to a “chain’ of previously added blocks, creating a permanent, unbreakable chain of records,
Each block comes with a unique cryptographic ID (hash). This system ensures thal entering information
becomes virtually immutable, as altering the dats in any block would produce a different hash. However, the
power of blockchain technology lies in its decentralized nature. Instead of being a central authority, this system
relies on a collective agreement o validete new entries, fostering transparency and security. Hereafter,
bleckchain technology emerged as a package of transparency, accountability, efficiency, and trust. Although
people often identify blockchain technology with cryptocwrrencies only, its methodology of bypassing
intermediaries is paving the way for decentralized governance and public involvement. Here after, blockchain
technology has become a buzzing concept in the ficld of public services and administration.

Blockchain Technology and Public Services: Prospects & Opportunities
Blockchain-based technologies are being built at a larger scale in both the government and public services
around the world. These technologies are accelerating government functions mostly-verification, transaction
security, land registry, and keeping public records safe. Hereafter, enhancing the government efficiency and
transparency by cutting time, vigits and costs. Hereafter, Public organizations in governments around the USA

and Canadas have started adopting blockchain technology-based solutions within their respective systems. From
the real-world usages of blockchain in the government and public sector, & series of opportunities for growth
can be tracked. The following are a few blockchain use cases in government.

# Blockchain-Based Voting Svstems: Applications of Blockchain in Government can also manage the
e-voting machines by keeping track of information on the blockchain. With encryption and a
decentralized nature, the distributed ledger becomes unbreakable, leaving no scope for network
disruption. This secured network can prevent election fraud and complete vote counting in a matter of
soconds without any margin for ermors.

# Land and Property Repistries: Applications of blockchain in government include managing and
administering the land registries, offering everyone an exact, shared ledger of the ledger offering all
parties- ensuring transparency. Therefore, blockchain may simplify the land registry office by
eliminating multiple layers of costly ?enﬂunun and providing greater flexibility indeed.

» Public Safety and Law Enforcement: Blockchain records are immuotable, and therefore, criminals can
be identified easily even il they are irving (o create [alse identities. They algo allow secure information
gharing. In addition, if someone tries to gain access 1o economic data, the blockehain will detect the
frandulent act and alert the concerned authorities immediately. This technology may produce secure,
decentralized migration records to help the border suthorities verify illegal immigration as well.
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e Public Health Management: Applications of blockchain in government can promote a secure,
interoperable health information management system. Storing medical histories and patient records on
blockchain can ensure security, imtegrity and consent management. It can also facilitate effective
healthcare coordination, improving research capahilities and outcomes.

Blockchain Technologies and Prospects for Bangladesh
Beyond the mentioned few core advantages and benefits of blockchain technology, Bangladesh, if it sets its
maotive towards adaptation, may enjoy additional benefits as well, A few of those are mentioned as follows-

s Decentralized Governance: Blockchain enables decentralized decision-making and public
participation, who is Bangladesh lacks to date. Blockchain will surely allow its citizens to be mote
involved in the government process and encourage an inclusive democracy.

* Cost Reduction: Service automation and service process simplification through the adaptation of
Blockchain-based solutions will reduce the operational costs of government services.

* Data Security: its cryptographic methods snd distributed ledger technology can provide secure storage
of data and transactions, securing sensitive public information and data.

* Public Trost: iis decentralized nature can help rebuild public trost in povernment institulions in
Bangladesh, especially in offices burdened with corruption or inefficiency.

Precautions, Preparations and Future Directions
Despite the clear advantages of blockchain technology, the core area of challenges with blockchain technologies
could be stratified into 3 catepories.

1. Technical: Research works have indicated that the bloeckchain technology is still left to mature, as the
vast majority of its proposed solutions are in a conceptual/experimental phase. Therefore, blockchain
technology comes with both chances of benefits as well as potential failures. So, the policymakers need
to act accordingly.

2. Legal: Rescarch endeavours are expected to investigate frameworks to govern blockchain usage in the
public sector, ensuring compliance with data privacy laws and addressing lability concernds.

3. Social; Organizational and societal implications of blockchain’s decentralized and transparent nature
must be studied to explore how it may reshape the relationship between citizens and their governments,
Sirategies must be investigated, building public trust in blockchain-bazed public services which is
essential for widespread adoption indeed.

Conclusion

Blockchain is completely revolutionizing the era of public administration and services management, which
solves one of the great concems of the digital society-data security, indeed. The nature and process have all the
potential of opening the door to revolutionizing public relations with the Administration. However, the
incorporation of technologies is a complicated and slow process, Most relevantly, blockchain technologies need
to cope up with the stances of technological immaturity, legal uwncertainty and lack of public awareness,
mediating which future research works are expected. Only if the challenges are mediated, undoubtedly, the
blockchain has the potential to transform the genre of public interactions, improving cumulative societal
wellbeing indeed.
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Wi-Fi in the Haor

/

Rifa Tasnia
Lecturer
Department of English

Rina Akhter, a fourteen-vear-old girl, had always been clever, even before the signal towers reached the
wetlands. She lived with her family in Tahirpur, Sunamganj District, in 2 stilted bamboo house in the Tanguar
Haor bagin—an endless stretch of sky and water where the horizon blurred, and boats were more common than
roads. From her window, she offen waiched fishermen casting their nets at dawn, the rippling water furhing
gold, and migratory birds tracing arcs across the sky.

Most days, Rina helped her mother untangle fishing nets or shepherded their noisy ducks to the shallows. She
washed clothes in the water and carried pitchers, balanced carefully on her head, from the tube-well. But in the
evenings, when the wind cooled, the crickets and frogs bepan their chorus, and the lanterns of distant boats
flickered like fireflies, she sat by the hurricane lamp reading borrowed schoolbooks. Her father, a fisherman
with little schooling himself, always told her, “Education is your oar, Rina. With it, you can row far.’

Then, everything changed.

One humid afternoan, a local NGO brought a mobile leaming van to her village—a flat-bottomed solar-powered
boat painted bright blue, its side panels opening to reveal shelves of laptops and tablets. Most children crowded
around the glowing screens in awe. Rina, shy but curious, stepped forward, A volunteer held out a tablet. “This
is Wi-Fi," he zaid, ‘the internet. Want to try it?*

Her fingers trembled as she tapped the glass. The screen lit up with colours and voices. Within minutes, she
was in a world larger than her haor. She watched a video explaining the solar system, then stumbled upon a
children’s Englizh sonig. She repeated the words softly, testing their chythm on her tongue,

From that day, she rowed across the wetlands whenever the boat docked, chasing the internet as if it were a
floating treasure. She leamed English phrazes from YouTube, practiced algebra on free apps, and followed
onling lessoms through her neighbour’s smartphone late into the night. Her progress was =0 quick that the NGO,
impressed, gifted her a refurbished tablet with five gigabytes of monthly data. It became her most precious
possession—wrapped in cloth when not in use, protected from damp air and curices siblings.

Two years later, at sixteen, Rina sat for her 88C exams and passed with the highest marks in the union. The
village celebrated, and neighbours came by with sweets, But the jov was shadowed by reality: college in town
was expensive, and the bus ride itself meant a long boat journey before land travel even began. Her father’s
fishing barely kept food on the table.

So, Rina made a decision. If the world had come to her through 'Wi-Fi, she would send herself back into it the
same way. She signed up on an international tuloring platform with the help of the NGO volunteer.

Her first student was a shy, second-generation Bangladeshi boy in New Jersey who wanted to speak Bangla
with his grandmother. Rina taught him simple greetings and nursery rhymes she herself had learned as a child.
Her second student was a curious girl in Nairobi struggling with fractions. Slowly, Rina’s list grew: a teenager
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in Canada preparing for cxams, a boy in Malaysia fascinated by Tagore's poetry. By the end of the month, she
had six students across three continents,

Every moming, Rina set up her small ‘classroom’ on the veranda of her stilted house. Wearing her blue salwar
kameez, shawl neatly tucked, she balanced her tablet on a stack of books, put in her earbuds, and spoke with
confidence, Sometimes she explained the difference between ‘there,” “their,” and ‘they’re.” Sometimes she drew
neat diagrams of triangles on paper, holding them up to the screen. And sometimes, with a smile, she recited
Tagore's verses, leiting her students hear the lilt of her native tongue,

The haor did not make things casy. In monsoon storms, the Wi-Fi flickered, and calls dropped mid-sentence.
Omnce, on her way to recharge the tablet at the learning boat, her small dinghy tipped, soaking her books-though
she saved the device by clutching it high gbove her head. Still, she never gave up,

When people asked how & girl from a watery village with no paved roads could be teaching children in faraway
cities, Rina only smiled. ‘The signal came floating in,” she said. °I just paddled toward it."

And so the haor, vast and shimmering, carried not only fish, birds, and Noodwater-but also knowledge, hope,
and the echo of Rina’s voice, Appling across continents through invisible waves,
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Walking Through Mughal Memories: A Family
Journey to India

5 M Narmus Sakib
Lecturer

Department of Development Studies

Travel has the power to connect us not only with places but also with history, heritage, and people. In December
2023, | undertook a journcy to India with my father and mother from the Tth to the 12th. This was my first trip
abroad afier joining the Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP) as a Lecturer, and 1 wanted 1o spend it
in @ way that reflected both personal curiosity and cultural rootz, My long-cherished dream had been to
experience the grandeur of the Mughal Empire, an empire that shaped much of South Asia, including Bengal.
Cur travels took us through Delhi, Apgra, and Jaipur, cities rich in heritage. The trip became even more
memoreble when we were unexpoctedly joined in Delhi by my uncle, aunt, and cousin, who shared their time
with us and added joy to our exploration,

Delhi: Echoes of the Mughals

After reaching the airport, Delhi greeted us with a blend of modemnity and antiquity, Among our first visits was
the India Gate, & solemn vet grand war memorial. From there, we stepped into the vibrant world of Old Delhd,
where the | Tth-century Jama Masjid still stands as one of the largest mosques in South Asia. Standing within
its vast courtyard, [ felt a sense of connection to our own history in Bangladesh, where Mughal architecture left
a similar legacy.

Old Delhi also deliphted us with iis [ood. The lanes surrounding Jama Masjid offered iresistible aromas of
smoky kebabs grilled on open flames, syrupy jalebis stacked in sweet shops, and biryanis rich with saffron, As
a lover of both kebabs and sweets, | found this part of Delhi unforgettable, et we balanced these vibrant street
foods with fine dining in the evenings, where modern restanrants presented Mughal dishes with refined
elegance,

Delhi alzo introduced us to pre-Mughal history at the Quiub Miner, a soaring tower buill in the 12th century.
Itz intricate stone carvings reminded me that Delhi has been a capital for many dynasties, each leaving its layer
upon the city.

Agra: At the Heart of Mughal Grandeur

If Delhi offered the first taste of Mughal heritage, Agra was the full feast No matter how many times one sees
its pictures, nothing compares to standing before the Taj Mahal. As we approached through ils grand gateway,
the white marble mausolenm revealed itself slowly, framed perfectly as Shah Jahan once intended. Built in
memaory of his beloved Mumtaz, the Taj Mahal iz not just architecture; it is poetry in stone.

For me, visiting the Taj was not simply about sceing one of the “seven wonders.” It was about fulfilling a
personal longing to witness Mughal royalty firsthend. Bangladesh, too, was onice a vital provinee of the empire;
our mosques, forts, and gardens echo the same aesthetics. Standing at the Taj Mahal, I felt like I had walked
into a shared chapter of South Asian history, where love, power, and art came together in a form so enduring.

Agra offered more. The Agra Fort, with its massive red sandstone walls, carried echoes of emperors walking
its palaces and halls. From its balconies, Shah Jahan is said to have gazed at the Taj in his final days, imprisoned
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by his own son. Fatehpur Sikri, not far from Agra, was another marvel. Once the Mughal capital under Akbar,
its deserted palaces and courtyards whispered tales of ambition, spirituality, and eventual abandonment.
Walking through them, I imagined the empire at its peak, a place where decisions once shaped millions of lives,
including those in Bengal.

Jaipur: Rajput Elegance and Scenic Beauty

Our final stop, Jaipur, offered a striking contrast. Known as the Pink City, it carries a Rajput identity distinct
from Mughal centers. The Hawa Mahal, with its honeycomb facade, seemed to float in delicate beauty, while
the Jal Mahal, set in the middle of a lake, offered picture-perfect scenery. The most imposing was the Amber
Fort, perched high above the city, its mirrored palaces and courtyards reflecting the grandeur of Rajput rulers.
Jnipur also gave us a chance to enjoy the vibrant markets, where traditional textiles, handicrafts, and jewelry
tempied wigitors. A few small purchases made the memories tangible, linking us to the local artisiry that
continues to thrive,

The Flavors of the Journey

Cme of the most enjoyable aspects of the trip was the variety of food. While Delhi’s Street food charmed us
with its raw energy, and fine dining gave us polished Mughal flavors, the long drives between cities introduced
ug to another experience, the Indian Dhaba. These roadside eateries, simple in appearance bul rich in taste,
offered hearty meals of rotis, lentils, curries, and grilled itemns. Stopping at these places gave us a taste of
everyday India, contrasting beautiflly with the grandeur of the monuments.

Reflections

As our trip ended, [ felt fulfilled. My long-held craving to explore the Mughal world had been realized. Walking
through Delhi, Agra, and Jaipur allowed me to see the empire’s splendor firsthand and to recognize how closely
it connects with the heritage of Bangladesh, Our forts, mosques, and palaces are part of this shared story, making
the journcy not just international travel but a rediscovery of our own cultural roots.

The journey was enriched not only by the monuments but also by the moments, sharing meals with family,
laughing during shopping sprees, pausing st dhabas along highways, and marveling at history together. Travel
became both personal and historical: a way of bonding with family while walking in the roval footsteps of the
past.

For me, this journey was more than tourism, [t was a pilgrimage to 2 shared heritage, an affirmation of the

cultural links between Bangladesh and the Muoghal heartlands of India, and a reminder that food, family, and
history are threads that tie us across borders.
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Aspiration vs Sooth:
The Chronicle of Real-Life Stoicism

Lecturer
Department of Public Administration

It's a beautiful moming in 2005, and you are a kid standing on the balcony. You see them, including your father,
going to the office wearing blue uniforms. As a child, you feel blessed to witness the beautiful scene of bluc
folks walking ander one infinite blue sky every day. Fighter jets flying over the sky, vou just run towards the
window, towards the balcony, end sometimes vou make it to the terraces, hearing it coming. All of these inspired
and amared you, and you set your mind on believing this is your only dream. You are determined to save your
motherland, no matter what it costs you, your life. From playing with paper cutting 1o being & real warrior of
this blue paradise, the phases are not casy. Each step needs patience, dedication and hard work. Likewise,
another soul is working hard to achieve his goal of wearing the prestigious green one to serve his nation, his
mictherland,

To some extent, he succeeded. However, the wakeup call of uncertainty made him lose the key. The lesson
taught: not everyone is that lucky to fly high above the blue sky, or even to have the chance to wear the desired
uniform to serve the country. So are they!

"There are iwo groups of people in this world,
One group wanted to fly, and the other could. *

Eves shedding tears, unbearable pain of a lost dream! Can vou close yvour eyes now to imagine yourself there?
Tell me how it feels.

~Heart Aches]

Yes, it"s hard to believe, to accept such facts. A question thus arises in mind - “Why, me?" where we do not get
the answer at that time. But the Almighty has planned something else, probably something big. Let us know
from the tale —

Two unknown individuals, with the same motto of serving their homeland, did not even know the will of the
creator. They did not Imow where life was taking them, in which direction! To them, the phase of getting
admission to universities was kind of a disaster. Broken on the inside, the pressure of studving, etc., felt like
hell. After that grievous period, the new chapter began in their university life. New place, new people, some
problems with adapting to the environment; nevertheless, friends, stories of bonding, and the experience as a
whole contributed to a memorable experience, including learning, Struggles, whether too little or the hardest
ones, make them capable of facing and overcoming obstacles. Moreover, the strangest yet best part is that both
individuals have started their professional lives ag lecturers in the same department, even at the same University.
Yes, you got it right. The Almighty has given them one of the finest ways of serving their couniry, a noble job
which they could not imagine before. It was his blessing that he had given to these souls. The two individuals
who have had their dreams shattered could not stop believing in the creator despite heart-wrenching feelings.
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SAUFEST 2020: More Than Just a Fest

: |
Muhammad Nafis Shahriar Farabi
Lecturer

Diepartment of Economica

Crwing to my contributions to the Department of Economics, | was selected to represent both Bangladesh and
BUP at the 13" South Asian Youth Fest (SAUFEST), hosted by Kurukshetra University in Haryana from
February 24 to 28, 2020, The occasion was historic for BUP as it marked our first appearance af the festival,
and personally unforgettable for me, as it coincided with my very first trip abroad. [ was accompanied by two
fellow BUP students—Shamrir Al Af from the Department of [nternational Relations and Anika Tasnim Prapti

fromm the Department of Development Studies.

SAUFEST is an event organized by the AIU (Association of the Indian Universities) to promote active
collaboration and mutual understanding among the South Asian countries across varous disciplines. It provides
a common platform for the participanis to share views, ideas, and culiures with participants from different
countries at the fest. That year, around 700 students across the region participated in the event. Our Bangladesh
team was one of the largest, with 98 students making up the contingent. Everywhere you turned, the place
buzzed with exciternent and enthusiasm, Events spanned across many categories; debates, poster presentations,
cultural performances, dance, music, and seminars. | took part in the poster-making contest, putting my heart
into a piece that highlighted the linguistic heritage of Bangladesh's diverse communities across the country's
regions.

The host university left oo stone unfurmed to make this event successiul. All the volunteers were very condial
and attentive, cnsuring that participants felt comfortable and welcome, Alongside the fest, we were given the
chance to explore Korukshetra®s historic and spiritual landmarks, The place is renowned for its close association
with Hindu mythology. We visited sacted zites zuch as Brahma Sarovar and Jyvotisar. Brahma Sarovar is
considered one of the most sacred water bodics in Hindoism and is a fusion of legend, history, and mesmerizing
scenic beanty. Jyotisar is believed to be the ground where the Mahabharata's epic battle initiated and is
congidered the birthplace of the Holy Bhagavat Gita. We witnessed dramatic reensctments that transfommed
ancient legends into lived experience. It helped us connect with the history of the region, and we encountersd
the living legacy of a civilization.
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Oz of the most fascinating aspects of Kurukshetra was its food. Being a land of strict vegetarian tradition, we
were served a wide range of dishes that were simple yvet flavourful. Soyabean curry, makki ki roti, chickpea
curry, dum aloo, paneer curry, raita, and kulcha were some of the food items that we got to taste. Frash from
the fields, the meals reflected the agricultural roots of Haryana. If you ever visit this part of India, make sure to
indulge in its vegetarian cuisine. [t"s an experience not to be missed.

Beyond competitions and cultural showecases, the best part of the fest was about the people. The friendships
forged with participants across South Asia, the exchange of laughter despite language barriers, and the
experience of unfolding India’s coltural diversity firsthand were simply phenomenal. Interacting with the
participants from other countries, 1 never felt any kind of hostility toward Bangladeshis; rather, they expressed
their genuine interest in visiting and exploring our country. AIU warmly acknowledged the participation of
such a large contingent from Bangladesh.

The event concluded with a grand closing ceremony with mesmerizing performances by International and
Indian participants. All the participants were also awarded at the closing ceremony. The BUF team received
gold medals, mementos, and certificates from the chief poest of the ceremony.

The most unforgettable twist in our journey came just as we were about to return home. A group of 37 from the
Bangladeshi contingent, including me, missed our schednled flight from Delhi te Dhaka, Panic set in quickly.
Many of our visas were due to expire within a day, and the city was gripped by violent communal clashes, some
of the worst in decades, Stepping outside the airport didnt fieel safe.

To make things worse, we didn"t have encoegh finds for new tickets. Booking another flight seemed nearly
impossible. But with determination, teamwork, and by the grace of Almighty Allah, we somehow managed to
collect the needed funds and confirmed seats on a Biman Bangladesh flight for the following day. Throughout
this chaos, cur team manager from UGC, Hafiz Sir, remained calm and decisive, guiding us with remarkable
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patience. The Biman Bangladesh authorities and the Bangladesh High Commission went out of their way to
help us. They armanged meals and provided us with a safe place to spend the night inside the airport.

What could have been a night of despair tumed into an unexpected memory. We barely slept, but conversations
and jokes filled the long hours. Meanwhile, our families in Bangladesh waited anxiously for us. When we finally
landed in Dhaka, the air felt sweeter than ever. In that moment, we realized the true comfort of retuming home,

Looking back, SAUFEST was not simply an infernational festival. It gave me lessons in patience, the joy of
cultural diversity, and bonds of friendship that will remain etched in my heart forever.
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Marketing: The Art of Psychology

Israt Jahan Dina
Lecturer
Depariment of Business Administration—General

Picture a woman walking through the front door of a boutique. As she roams the store, a soft voice catches her
car. An ardent salesperson comes over, holding a handcrafted aroma candle! *This is more than a fragrance,”
ghe zays, “It's an experience—a moment of stillness in a hectic life, 2 means of making serenity in your home."
Whjlpthc-ﬂiuptnnnismﬂiug,shaimuinaupimnufmhni;hmandmtﬁulslupinhﬂ'nﬁnd.num
panses; at first, she doesn't need another candle or a quiet moment, and she hadn't intended to purspe. However,
the salesman’s sympathetic tone and the carefully calibrated language make her give a second thought. The
salesperson adds, *This aroma candle indulges your home with sophistication, and your home bespeaks your
personatity.’ Without eéven realising it, the woman is lured by desire. Her subconscious mind discovers an
emotional need for peace and a small hoxury that pledges her life will be better, She exits the store with a Jasmin
fragrance candle in hand, assured that this small treat will bring peace to her chaotic world. Thus, paychological
marketing redirects the attention from selling a product to uncovering hidden desires, awakening unidentified
needs, and gently helping them to emerge into the realm of authentic desire.

The world"s most successful brands establish emotional connections that go way beyond utility. People don’t
want to discuss the product anymore; rather, they want to feel how it adds value to their lives. In the first
scenario, the lady was being told how an aroma candle can enliven her personal and social life. She didn't buy
a candle; she bought the essence of calmness and luxury, Every brand carries a personality. The most important
task of the marketer iz to strengthen the association between brand personality and consumers’ personality.
Consider how Apple’s gadgets are more than just tools for making calls; they present themselves as gateways
to creativity, freedom, and invention. The swoosh of Nike is more than a logo; il's a symbol of the resiliency
of the human spirit, It represents who you want to be and what you want to achieve, These brands don’t simply
sell products; they intertwine with our identity and make us feel understood, empowered and connected to
something bigger than ourselves.

As emotion mingles with intellect, paychological tools are the master architects of persuasion. Ower the years
of experience, brands have learnt the skill of leveraging cognitive biases, like authoring scarcity (creating
FOMO—Fear of Missing Out) and appealing to social proof (i.e., testimonials, reviews, endorsements of any
kind) to support our decisions. Moreover, different colours are even chosen deliberately to associate with certain
emotions: white as a colour of purity or simplicity, and green as a colour of growth or prosperity. Carefilly
crafted phrases position products as essential rather than optional, embedding them in the consumer's sense of
necessity. Utilising both our conscious wants and our subconscious fears, they directly and indirectly move us,
many times withool our conscious realisation.

The way of doing branding is taking & new tum with the integration of Al (Artificial Intelligence). Mowadays,
branding is more dynamic, data-driven, and personalised. This human-mimicking technology has made it
possible to reach consumers in real time and more accurately through advanced analytics and digital platforms.
Additionally, Al can find patterns and predict new trends of consumer behaviour that can clearly distinguish
the conmsumers from one generation to another, Moreover, machine learning algorithms have improved the
design and consistency of brand elements like names, logos, colour schemes, taglines, etc, It anticipates the best
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probable combinations of a brand that resonate with the target audiences. The collaboration of Al has made it
possible to provide a better experience of a brand, simultaneously saving cost and time.

Even though artificial intelligence has brought unparalleled change in personalising customers experiences and
optimising marketing strategies, it still falls short in terms of the nuanced creativity, emotional intelligence and
cultural awareness that human beings can bring to the table. Much of branding depends on human instinet,
societal trends, and subliminal messages. The interpretation of this poses severe challenges to Al While the Al
is riging in trumph, one important question predominates—"Will Al ever be better at understanding what
consumers are thinking, and can technology ever match or surpass the nuanced insights and empathy that human
marketers bring to their sudience?*

In es=ence, marketing is more than selling or promoting any product; it is an art rooted in discovering unspoken
thoughts and delving into the kuman soul. It's about reading between the lines. When consumers recognise that
every product is a conduit for emotion, they unlock a power fiar greater than mere sales. They become part of
our stories, our dreams, our very identity. Integration of Al has become an undeniable part of this process
Unguestionably, this has given an extra perk. However, marketers and consumers both need to understand when
and to what exient Al should be applied. Once, the famous Chinese military general and strategist Sun Tzu
said—

"‘He will win who knows when to fight and when not to Gght."
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Freedom of Speech or Hate Speech: How Do

We Draw the Line? ,J
] {

'y -

Md. Tanvir Mahtab
Lecturer
Decpartment of Sociology

In any democracy, freedom of speech is regarded as a vital element of civic life. It allows individuals to express
opinions, hold authorities accountable, and participate in open discusgions without fear of punishment. Yet, this
liberty iz never absolute. The challenpe emerges when speech shifis from healthy dialogue into a means of
exchosion, dehumanization, or incitement to violence, In Bangladesh, where democracy has developed under
difficult conditions and where religion, politics, and culture are deeply intertwined, finding the balance between
protecting free expression and curbing hate speech remains one of the most pressing social and political
challenges today.

Sociologistz like Jirgen Habermas highlight the crucial role of free expreszion within the public sphere—a
space where citizens participate in rational dialogue to shape govemance, In this arena, ideas arc not
prematurely dismissed, allowing truth to surface through open discussion. From a fanctionalist standpoint, free
gpeech alzo helps sustain social order by providing an outlet for grievances instead of suppressing them. In
contrast, symbalic interactionists emphasize that language is more than shstract thought; it carrics meanings
that shape identities, relativnships, and social hierarchies, As a result, speech can become a mechanism of
exchusion. Critical theorists, particularly Michel Foucault, add another layer by arguing that discourse embodies
power a5 well as communication, with engoing struggles over who is allowed to speak, what can be said, and
what must remain unspoken. Viewed through these perspectives, the issue becomes clearer: freedom of speech
is not only a matter of legal rights but also a sociological concern. It reveals the dynamics of power, the points
of cultnral conflict, and the boundaries of tolerance within & society.

Debates over speech and censorship have long been prominent in Bangladesh, The nation is known for its
vibrant political discussions, deep literary traditions, and active civil society. Yet, history also shows that
expressions linked to religion, ethnicity, or politics can quickly spiral into violence. A striking example lies in
allegations of blasphemy circulated online. Crver the past decade, claims of insulting religion on social media
have repeatedly sparked mob attacks, often targeting minority communities. The 2012 Ramn incident, where a
Facebook post allegedly mocking Islam triggered large-scale violence, illustrates how rapidly words can
czcalate into collective aggression. In such moments, freedom of expression and hate speech collide
dramatically: a single message, real or fabricated, has the power to mobilize thousands and unleash devastation.

From Durkheim’s perspoective, such violence represents more than spontaneous anger; it reflects a form of
collective effervescence, where communities reaffirm their sacred values by punishing those seen as violators,
At the same time, it underscores how fragile the boundary iz between safeguarding religious symbols and
fuelling hostility toward vulnerable groups.

Hate speech goes far bevond offensive remarks. From a sociological lens, it produces real social consequences:
nommalizing prejudice, reinforcing harmful sterectypes, and stigmatizing certain identitics. Erving Goffman's
concept of the spoiled identity sheds light on how derogatory language assipns damaging labels that portray
particular groups as threatening or inferior. The treatment of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh illustrates this
clearly. Terms like bohiraagoto (outsider) and repeated accusations of criminality have shaped public
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perception, often justifying their exclusion from wider society, While some citizens may hold genuine concerns
about resource distribution, such discussions frequently slip into xenophobic narratives. What may begin az an
expression of frostration can, over time, sustain enduring structures of discrimination. Partisan politics in
Bangladesh offers another example. It is common for political rivals to be branded as rajakar (traitor) or “anti-
liberation,” framing opposition as betrayal. This practice erodes the space for genuine debate and transforms
frea speech into a weapon of hostility. Conflict theory helps explain this tendency: political elites manipulate
language to consolidate their authority while delegitimizing opponents.

The basic question is: how can we protect free speech while also reducing the harm that hate speech causes?
According to John Stuart Mill's *harm principle,” communication should be free unless it directly hurts someone
else. Still, putting this into practice in Bangladesh is not easy. When religious feelings are easily ‘hurt," where
should we draw the line? Should criticism of a belief system be stifled because it might offend, or should it be
allowed to encourage critical thinking? The sociological response requires subtlety. To keep democracy strong,
it is important to protect free speech. However, when speech consistenily suppresses voices, provokes violence,
or undermines social harmony, collective intervention becomes necessary.

The Digital Security Act (DSA) was intended to regulate what people can say online. Its stated purpose is to
fight hate speech and lies, but it has often been used to suppress people who are critical, such as journalists and
activists, This is similar to what Foucault said: people in charge decide what discourse is acceptable. The
challenge is to make sure that policies meant to stop hate speech aren't exploited to silence dissent.

Bangladeshi youth movements have used a variety of methods to deal with this boundary in recent years, The
2018 Road Safety Movement, for example, showed that people can voice their concerns without tuming to hate
speech, whether it's in person or online. Instead of going after a specific religious or ethnic group, students used
fair arguments, evidence, and moral appeals. This means that it is possible to create a Habermasian public
sphere in Bangladesh, but only if civic standards for discourse are put in place. In this case, education is quite
important. When students leam to tofl the difference between criticism and hate, as well ag between challenging
ideas and attacking identities, it is easier to keep the line.

Ultimately, freedom of speech and hate speech are not opposed, but rather points on a scale. In Bangladesh, the
balance should favour protecting free expression while establishing strong protections against incitement and
exchusion, This demands three commitments:
1. To ensure legal clarity, laws such as the DSA should target hate speech specifically, rather than
gilencing criticiam.
2. Civic education: Citizens, particularly youngsters, should learn to negotiate debates constructively and
recognize the dignity of multiple identitics,
3. Cultural responsibility: Media, political leaders, and public personalities should be held sccountable
for their language, as it has a significant social impact.

Freedom of speech is eszential for the self-correction of civilizations; vet it must nod be a justification for hatred.
In Bangladesh, where there are many religions, political rivals, and a shaky democracy, the line between
freedom and enmity s thin but clear. Our goal is to carefully manage it while following the principles of respect,
faimess, and discussion.
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Where They Live

Faria Binte Yousuf
Studemnt
Department of Sociology

Have you ever wondered what would happen if you ever found a cave full of treasure? Yes, [ did. [ spent most
of my childhood in a world of fairy tales. [ used to look for those little fairies in the trees and for mermaids in
the Padma River. And talking about looking for treasure, [ kept that for the fiuture, T always thought that when
I grew up, [ would go to Egypt and find my treasure, Maybe this is why the book titled *The Alchemist,” written
by Paula Coelho, has become one of my favourite books. When I was a child, my family and I used to spend at
least one month af our grandparents’ house in Rajshahi. Their house is in a village called Amnura. A village
that still fascinates me. Maybe for finding fairies and discovering the secret of nature, my sister, my cousin, and
I liked to roam around the village. It was a winter day, and we thres got out again to roam, this time going far
from our house. Suddenly, our eyes were stuck in a place, a road of mud that went straight, and a big place
covered with so many trees, We could not suppress our curiosity and followed the road to go inside. As soon
as we wenl inside, it didn't feel real. It was like a little village surrounded by so many trees that people from
outside could not see the inside. All the houses were made of mud, and in the centre of that place, there was a
big pond. We were amazed by nature, and | was sure that this was the place where | could find fairies. | suppose,
[0-15 minules had pazsed when we suddenly realized that in that place, neither o single person nor an animal
was there, It was the time when my fairytales bacame horror movies, and we suddenly, without warning each
ather, ran out of the place as fast as possible. When we were running, we saw three people on the main road
and decided to run towards them, since we only wanted to see humans at that fime. As soon as we got close (o
them, we discovered another fear. There were three fernales, and their skin was so dark that [ had never seen so
many dark-skinned people before, and each one of them was holding a chopper in their hand. All of them were
looking at us without blinking. Mavbe they have noticed the fear on out faces. We didn™t stop running there;
we ran directly to our house. As we got close to our house, our grandmother asked us what had happened and
why we were running, We explained everything to her, and she mentioned that the place was abandoned by the
villagers, as there iz a rumour that whoever enters if after dark never comes oul alive. She warned uz never to
go there again.

Next vear we will go again to the village to spend our vacation. Amnura is where you can see a harvest yvear-
round. The people of that village live their lives bazed on agronomy. | was sitting owtside our house, watching
people irmigate. Suddenly, I noticed some dark-skinned people doing that work in our feld, and one of them
wis the person I saw last yvear. Al lunchtime, my grandmother cooked food for them, and they received lunch
and some money in retun for their work in the field. That woman came towards me, smiled, and asked me,
‘How are you?" Her tone, accent, and dress were different from ours. She had brown eyves and long black hair,
and suddenly she seemed like the fairy who might have come from another universe. Her beauty had no
definition, and her muddy hand on my head gave me those motherly feelings. After lunch, when they again
went to work, [ asked my grandmother who they were.

Why are they different from us? That time, she mentioned that those people were a tribal community called
‘Santal” who lived in that village, and that they eamed their livelihood by working in other people’s fields. They
are mainly what we call “Banglar Krishok™, After that, every vear when [ went to my grandparents’ house, 1
liked to talk to them, work with them in the field, and langh with them. As | grew up, I realized that they are
the treasure of our country; every cultivalor 12 a treasure of our couniry. We have to protect them. We have {o
remave every discrimination against them. We have to make the country livahle for them as well.
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In Praise of Ordinary Days

Rasel Mahamud
Student
Department of Mass Communication and Joumalism

There is & peculiar loveliness in ordinary days, the kind that is passed over unless we choose to sit and pay
attention. Not every dawn must herald a revolution, not every conversation must redefine the course of our
lives, and nol every evening must be painfed in cinematic hues. At other moments, it is in the gentle beal of
routing, the stzaming cup of chai in the moming, the pendolum swing of a rickshaw along a crowded street, or
the silent turn of pages in a notebook that life whisperingly speaks its kindest truths.

My momings tend to begin with the aroma of chai wafting from the little pot on the stove, The first sip is always
warm, reassuring, and a little bitter, a reminder that life itself is a mixture of sweetness and effort. Outside the
window, the neighbourhood comes to life in slow motion. The birds chirp from the mango tree, clothes flail in
the air, and the distant hum of traffic provides a soft background rhythm, To the outside observer, these scenes
can appear routine, even humdrum, but they are tinged with the weight of profound satisfaction. They are a
reminder that the world continnes, unchanged and forgiving, whether we are preoccupied trving to achieve
EOINE great SUcCess.

Evening or late-afternoon walks are another hymn to the poetry of the ordinary. The pavements go by familiar
faces veggie vendors fanning out fresh vegetables, children skating through puddles, stroet cats tending in and
out of sunlight. My thoughts wander off in a daydreaming session about how the petty intricacies of these walks
a yelping stray dog, the crisp sound of dry leaves, the guffaws of laughter from a tea stall 2 block or two away
comprise the sublime postry of life. Each step on the rough sidewalk appeers to ring with a little truth: that it is
the ordinary and wol the amazing thal counis.

Deadlines are a part of the texture of mundane days, even if they come most often with apprehension and all-
nighters of coffiee. The finish of & report, the delivery of an e-mail, or the ful filment of o small commitment can
be a moment of no significance in the larger plan. But those small victories add up to a feeling of
accomplishment. I've leamed to love the pleasure of checking something off a list, in the late-night warmth of
a laptop screen, of the scratch of a pen on paper. Ordinary days are held together by those small joys, and they
form a texture, when reflected on, which appears complex and comforting. There is also something strange in
the repetition of the routines of every day, the momming with family at the breakfast table, the caspal conversation
with a friend on the phone, the night ritual of watering plants on the balcony. These routines don't thrill like
something extraordinary, but they provide nourishment for intimacy, predictability, and a sense of belonging.
A mother scattering rice in a wok, a father reading the newspaper by the window, a sibling laughing at a
hundred-told joke, is thiz part of everyday life summed up to a larger soff story?

Perhape the most underappreciated glory of every day is its predictability. The world hardly ever stops turming,

and vet the little rhythms repeating themselves offer comfort. The clock strikes on, the sun comes up, the keitle
blows its whistle, the streets stir. In the beat there is confidence:
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*There is life, and in its rhythm, we can discover room to be still. Every day reminds us to breathe, to observe,
to savour. They do not have to be epic in any way on their own account; they require nothing of us but that we
stay present in all of it

I've come to understand that the anomalous somehow writes itself into the ordinary in advance. The stranger’s
smile, the rain shower on a dusty day suddenly the smell of bread from the neighbourhood bakery are these
trivial events that interrupt the routine and illuminate it. And it is very much because of their amplification that
it takes place neither as a result of their rarity, bul because of their inscription into the ordinary. It is there that
the rhythm of daily life makes everyday life come alive,

To applaud ordinary days is a gesture of gratitude. In leaming to be grateful for the familiar routines, we see
that the day does not nesd fireworks or banner news to be meaningful. A cup of chai, a daily jouney walked
alone or with the one we love, the peaceful fulfilment of the day, these small miracles sustain us. They teach us
the disciplines of patience, concentration, and awareness, They allow us to bask in the here-now withowt the
chase for the marvellous.

We allow ourselves room (o dream without haste, to feel without distraction, to touch without publicity. The
daily is never really daily if we pay attention to the laughter of & child ringing down a vacant stroet, the shining
beam of the sun on a student's workiable, the gentle scratch of a pen creating words on paper. We don't need
the day to be something special every single day; the quiet beat of ordinary days suffices. So, I leam to
appreciate mundane days. | celebrate the normalcy, the due dates, the walks, the chai cups, and the tmy breaths
in between. There, | discover rthythm, comfort, and profound joy that good days cannot surpass. Daily days are
life's waiting room; they are daily life unwinding forcefully, tenderly, praciously. And maybe the most
important thing they show us is this: we don't require any spectacular moments to be alive; occasionally simply
existing in the mundane 12 enough to be something remarkable.
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Graduate Anxiety: Life Beyond Graduation
in an Uncertain Job Market

|
Umama Baida

Student

Depariment of Sociology

As a new graduate, | carry not only the joy of success, but also the burden of uncertainty. Along with the pride
of completing my studies comes a deep sense of frustration, insecurity, and anxicty—something many of us are
all too familiar with when entering an unpredictable job market. Mot only in Bangladesh, but many around the
world go through the same frustration, insecurity, and anxiety after completing their undergraduate degrees,
Students have worked so hard for years, and suddenly, instead of stability, they face uncertainty—"What next?
Will I get a job? Am I enough? Did I study the right thing?” These questions can be overwhelming.

Craduating means crossing a threshold into adulthood—a mix of pride, relicf, and excitement. But often, that joy
iz mixed with something else: frustration, insecurity, even fear. After I graduated a few years ago, 1 felt that
mix of anxicty—the pressure to find a stable job, the uncertainty of what's next, and the question of whether I'm
ready for what's ahead.

L WHAT Recent reporis show that graduates today are facing & cold and highly

2 NOW | competitive job market. Employers are offering far fewer entry-level
. Y positions—sometimes almost flat compered to previous years—which
i 1 o aim 4 | limits opportunities for first-time job seekers (Guevara, 2025).

In the UK and US, graduates have to contend with artificial
intelligence-powered filters and systems that screen applicants before
_.» =4 they even see their CVs (The Guardian, 2025; Financial Times, 2025).
Thiz has created a “graduate prind’ where hopefuls submit hundreds—
even thousands — of applications but receive litfle response or success (The Times, 2025). Economically, these
challenges are reflected in nising rates of youth unemployment and underemployment. In the United States,
unemployment among 22-27-year-olds, compared to degree holders, has reached ils highest rate in decades.
Many are resorting to part-time or temporary jobs and gquestioning whether their degrees are still worth it
(Washington Post, 2025).

Anxiety in Bangladesh: A Hidden Burden

Research has shown that individuals with high intolerance for uncertainty—the tendency to feel anxious about
unknown outcomes-experience higher levels of anxiety during transition periods such as graduation (Chen &
Zeng, 2021). However, career planning can provide a buffer against this anxiety. Graduates who develop clear
carcer goals and strategies report lower levels of enxiety even in the face of uncertainty (Chen & Feng, 2021,
In Bangladesh, targeted career development education-programs that help students determine their career paths
and cxpoctations—hes been shown to reduce job anxiety, even when job uncertainty and frustration still act as
factors (Khan et al, 2024).

This moment—though unsettling—is also an opportunity for rewriting. As graduates, we're not just starting our
careers; we're redefining what success looks like in a word transformed by technology, uncertainty, and
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shifting values, Your passions, your coordination, even your rejections are data points that can guide others—
colleagues, institutions, policymakers—to a motre humane, informed transformation environment.

It's & hard truth that there is no one-size-fits-all strategy to avoid the anxiety that graduates face in today's
uncertain job market. Mo handbook or single formuls can poarantee stability or success. Frustration and
insecurity are real-deeply felt by countless young people who find themselves on the brink of uncertainty after
years of study. While career advice, planning and skill development can help, the emotional burden of not
knowing whal comes next oflen remains. This reality reflects a peneration caught between success and
unpredictability—carrying both hope and fear into an uncertain fisture,

It's a truth we can'l ignore<there i3 no specific or universal strategy for overcoming the anxiety that praduates
face in this unpredictable job market. Each person carries their own burden of uncertainty, and no single formula
can crasc it Still, while there may be no perfect solution, there are ways that can reduce the burden
Acknowledging our emotions rather than hiding them is the first step toward healing. Building sopportive
networks with peers, mentors, and alumni can open unexpected doors. Engaging in ongoing skill development,
whether in digital literacy, communication, or problem-solving, can strengthen our adaptability. Secking mental
health help when needed reminds us that anxiety is nof a weakness but a part of humanity. Above all, we must
leam to embrace uncertainty as part of the journcy, not as a dead end. Being a graduate doesn™t mean having
all the answers—it means having the courage to seck them out, even in an uncertain world, And perhaps that
courage itself is the beginning of our success.
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Murder, Dinner, and Other Problems

Lum Yea Hossain Ankona
Student
Department of Business Administration in Management Studies

There's something both tragic and hilarious aboot being in your twenties, You're too old to cry in the shower
over a heartbreak, and yet too young to make weekend sleep-ins your only luxury. You're the responsible adult
now, the one who kills the bug in the comer of the room or at least negotiates with it like at a UN pesce summit,
Earlier today, [ sat staring at a beetle on my floor. The real dilemma wasn’t whether T should kill it. But
something larger, almost absurdly moral: Am I capable of murder? Or will ] live the rest of my life knowing this
beetle and sharing a room now?

That's the thing about your twenties: every small decision suddenty disguises itself as philosophy. Should I
keep drinking black coffee for breakfast? Should I cut off friends because our beliefs no longer overlap, or am
| just unreasonably difficult? What's for dinner, and why does deciding that feel as pressing as deciding my
career? Why do I lie awake at night bargaining with time itself, asking it to slow down just long enough for me
to figure out who [ am?

At 23, | am just a three-year-old adult-barely walking, still tripping, and already terrified of regrets. I clean the
dust off the stack of books T swore I"d finish, but every moming the dust returns, stubbom as my own
inconsistency. A pile of laundry rests on my study chair for weeks, begging to be neatly folded. 1 don't kmow if
I am cultivating self-worth or performing it.

But sometimes, trespassing all the sclf-loathing, [ notice myself smiling at stray dogs on the worst of days. |
scroll past horrors of genocide with disturbing detachment yet feel a terrible ache at injustice and a desperate
need to keep my soul from comroding. T lie to myself and to the people T love, but T also love with a depth that
remakes me. | changed my mind. [ allow new ideas to reshape me. And in thet contradiction, | wonder if maybe—
Just mayphe-itying 12 enoupgh.

Life in your teentics can be best described as a cipher. Every clue—the beetle, the coffee, the unread books—
points not toward the answer of how to live, but toward the quicter, harder question: how fo keep living when
the answers don 't exist.

Sometimes, in rare flashes of clarity-say, with Bob Marley plaving in the background, the realization dawns on
me: if I die in my twenties, chances are ['ll have accomplished nothing remarkable. So, there's always this
chance that no matter how hard [ try, I will remain insignificant, ordinary, and forgettable. This pessimistic
thought has been the source of my greatest relief. What if time is not neshing ahead of me at all? Perhaps it"s
keeping pace, cammying me exactly where 1 am supposed to be—and the trick is to look at my watch less often,
Maybe the simple act of accepting that the pile of clothes will still be there, tomormow is not resignation, but
wisdom. Mavbe life will never give me a better answer than that.
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It makes you think. What if the “twenties” is a capitalist propaganda, and our thirties or fortics are all oqually
confusing, if not more s0? | carmot dismiss the possibility that this is the most clarity we'll ever see. And trying
to live through every day as it is, is enough,

If that"s true, then maybe the most radical act of survival is presence. If s0, [ would like to gently bid goodbye
to all my regrets and go out with my friends on a random Tuesday. I will forgive myself for not doing the
laundry yet. If only someone confirmed this to be the truth, [ would know that as long as [ am alive, | have time,
Omnly as long as I am alive.
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Zero-waste Lifestyle : Can Students Really Do It?

Fyruz Yazdani Shukria
Student
Department of Disaster Management and Resilience

The concept of a8 “zero-waste " festie has gained momentum worldwide in the fight against climate change
and pollution. It refers to a way of living that minimizes the amount of waste sent to landfills or incinerators by
reusing, recycling, and refising unnecessary items. Bul can stadents living on limited budgets, in shared spaces,
and with busy schedules realistically embrace this lifestyle?

Why Zero-waste Matters

Globally, humans generate about 2.24 billion tons of municipal solid waste per year (World Bank, 2022), and
much of it comes from packaging, single-use plastics, and food waste. Universitics are not exempt: cafeteriasg,
dormitories, and campus events contribute heavily to daily waste streams. Reducing waste on campus isn't just
about saving the planet. It also saves money and fosters healthier, more sustainable commumnities.

Opportunities for Students
l}mpitnﬁm challenges, students are in a unique position to adopt sustainable habits:
Campus Infrastructure: Many universities provide recycling stations, refill water dispensers, bike-
sharing programs, and second-hand bookstores.
* Youth Leadership: Students often lead sustainability movements, organizing campaigns, clean-up
drives, and awareness programs,
*  Everyday Habits: Carrying a reusable boftle, saying no to plastic bags, buying second-hand clothes,
or meal-prepping instead of relving on packaged snacks can cut down waste significantly.

Barriers Students Face
While the zero-waste idea is inspiring, students face fundamental limitations:
» Budgel Consirainis: Eco-friendly products (like bamboo toothbrushes or metal straws) are offen more
expensive upfront,
*  Time Pressure: With classes, exams, and part-time jobs, cooking fresh meals or carefully sorting waste
muy feel impractical.
* Limited Facilities: Dorms may lack composting or recycling options, and nearby stores may not offer
bulk or package-free items.
s  Social Norms: Events and celebrations on campus often imvolve single-use plastics, making waste
avoidance difficull

Practical Tips for a Student-Friendly Zero-Waste Lifestyle

Start Small: Focus on easy swaps, use a reusable boitle, avoid straws, and carry a tote bag.

Go Digital: Save paper by taking notes and submitting assignments electronically when possible.
Thrift and Swap: Buy clothes and fumiture second-hand or join swap events with friends.

Meal Smarts: Cook in bulk, share with friends, or store leflovers in reasable containers.

Advocate Together: Push student organizations and university authorities to adopt greener event

policies and provide compost/recycling facilities.

- & & B @
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The Realistic Goal: Low-Waste, Not Zero-Waste

The truth is that a perfect zero-waste lifestyle may be out of reach for most stedents. But that shouldn't be
discouraging. The focus should shift from perfection to progress. A “low-waste’ lifestyle, where each person
does what they reasomably can, creates a larger collective impact than a few individuals living waste-free in
isolation.

So, can students really live a zero-waste lifestyle? Perhaps not in the strictest sense. But by making conscious

choices and pushing for systemic changes on campus, smdents can get much closer to the goal. The journey
isn't about fitting a year's trash into a jar; it's about building a culture of sustainability, onc small step at a time.
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Anecdotes of Ultimate Odyssey

Mafisa Tabassum Maisha
Student
Department of Economics

People see me as an omen of misfortune, always bringing grief and plundering treasured possessions. Despite
taking people to their destiny, I can never bring others around them joy, nor get them to bid smiling farewells.
Instead, it appears | turn whatever delight and bliss they have into painful remorse and inconsolable misery. 1
really don't understand why everyone seems to be so dismayed when someone starte for their ultimate
destination. But as | saw maore of them, I gradually began to grasp an idea,

The day [ had an air of being glootny with persistent drizzling, [ carried a litile girl, seemingly eighl years old.
Even the white cloth shrouding her couldn't hide how small she was, T heard hushed voices talking abot how
her laughter and vibrancy have been lost forever. She was the only daughter of her parents, born after six years
of their marriage. Who knew that their silver of light would be snuffed out by a car speeding through the wrong
lane? That day, I was confused about whether taking her away was the best thing to do.

Last month, [ carried a man, quite aged. Amidst the crowd of people present, [ noticed a little boy sobbing ot
loud, ‘Anna bhai, please don't go. I won't let papa leave you again at that place where you were all alone. I
Imow how sad you were. Please stay, [ won't let you go again. It's a pinky promise.” Though I didn't get what
the boy meant, [ could feel how hard he was holding on.

Naw, let me share a memory of carrying a middle-aged man. For the first time, [ saw such a huge gathering.
Most were dreszed in olive green. [ was surprised when a green and red colored cloth was spread over me. The
hollow silence in the air was punctuated by piercing shots, twenty-one in & row. Beside me, 2 woman was
quietly shedding her tears while holding o two-year-old child whose glossy eyes were staring
incomprehensively with so many questions. Maybe preparing for the next?

At this point in my life as a “Coffin’, I finally realized why people are so reluctant to move on to where they
really belong. Tt's because when they depart, the void present in the hearts of the people they leave behind
becomes a painful reminder of their absence. As [ carry people to a great unknown, | wonder what their purpose
in life was and whal mine is.
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Adventure in the Sundarbans

Ummay Muktazun Sobhan
Student
Department of Disaster Management and Resilience

Travel always has its own charm; sometimes il tests courage before rewarding us with its beaaty. My journey
to the Sundarbans with a few friends in October 2025 was exactly that; an adventure painted with drizzle, high
waves and the wild beauty of the Sumdarbans. What made it more unforgettable was that it all happened in the
middle of Cyclone Dana’s signal no 3 warming.

The trip began at the Mongla Port, where excitement buzzed louder than the cyclone warning. We boarded an
engine boat and were enjoying the moody sky draped with Gray clouds. The boat slowly entered the Pasur river.
The view of Pasur River was breathtaking; it flow between the two endless stretches of the Sundarbans,
Sometimes, the waves rose higher end rocked our boat like a eradle. Instead of fear, we enjoyed the smell of
wet earth, cool breeze, the uninvited puest ‘rain’, splashes of water against the boat, which altogether created &
beautiful atmosphere that words could hardly capture.

Our first destination was Herbaria Point, Here, we picked up a local guide for our safety. Every step deeper into
the mangrove forest was like stepping into another green world, which is enriched with diverse wildlife. The
local guide introduced us to the diverse plants like Sundri, Golpata, Garjan, Gewa, Goran and so on. We were
aagerly waiting to see the majestic Royal Bengal Tiger, but lnck wasn't on our side that day. Though, we
quenched our thirst by finding a pugmark of the Royal Bengal Tiger. The watchtower of Herbaria Point gave
the opportunity to enjoy the panoramic view of UNESCO's world heritage site.

After enjoying the pictaresque view, we boarded the boat again to sec Karamjal point. At this point, we explared
the wildlife breeding centres, suchas deer and crocrdiles. Some of us eagerly fied graszs to the deer and watching
them so closely felt almost magical. Then we went for a walk on the trail. With every step, the sound of the
outside world faded away, leaving only the whispers of wind and chirping of the birds. The drizzle added
another layver of beauty that made the Sundarbans feel even more magical.

While the natural beaunty of the Sundarbans was breathtaking, the trip also opened our eyes to the struggles of
people who live there. Beyond the dense forests and wildlife lies a human story that often poes unnoticed. We
noticed how people in these remote arcas face daily challenges like freshwater scarcity, absence of treatment
facilities, poor communications and so on. Their house is fragile, most of which are made up of straw and
bambeoo, which makes their hbouse valnerable to frequent storm surges, floods, or cyclones. The basic rights of
healthcare and education seem to be hoxorious rather than rights, Standing there, surmounded by the beauty of
the world"s largest mangrove forest, we feel empathy for them. The Sundarbans was not just about biodiversity;
it wag also about resilience. The people living here are actual survivors, balancing their lives on the thin line
between nature’s bounty and nature’s wrath.

As the sun dipped into the horizon, painting the sky with shade bloody red and orange, we sat quietly on the

deck of our boat and replayied the journey's moment. Travel is not always about ticking things off a bucket list;
it shows the delicate replayed balance between humans and nature and changes the way we show our life.
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Nomads Along the Sea Iv‘

Fateema Tuz Zahra
Student
Department of Disaster Management and Resilience

My ears recognize the gusts of breeze like kids recopnize their school alarm’s chime. Armiving like a distant
hush bevond the barren fields, an undertone rppling through the strong waves of Kholpetua, it beging to claw
its way into our fives, Amma says that this breeze has a recollection of its own—it reappears, to gaze upon
whatever remains around us.

Our house has bones made out of timber, flimsy ropes tied around its ligaments and skin that is a rosty tin, “A
home" like this is fumctional. * Says Abba. Dadi calls it a misfortune and 1 zay it is a broken promise. As the
blue sky tums grey and the radio hanging by our door screeches with storm wamings, Abba unties the knois,
opens up the suitcase and folds our whole life into the lifeless tin-box. Sensing the fear in my eyes, he knecls
and tells me with a kind voice, ‘We must learn to push through before the water pushes itself into our lives.
That iy how we withstand the deep blue. '

The lawn around our house smells like the coast, and the pond water tastes like salt now. When Amma would
bathe me, she would jokingly say that T would one day grow a crown made of salt crystals. Our village is barren.
Showing 2 grim possibility of farming, the shrimp ghers are taking over the paddy plains. At some point in the
nightfall, T observe the saline water sneak into everything we own; the lands, the walls, the ponds and our minds,
The adult women whisper in a code language I cannot understand: Amma gazes at the dark sky and pleads, ‘Let
there be emough sweet water to bleed each month free from pain’.

The red "cyclone-flag’ is hoisted over the Union building, and suddenly the world shifis its pace. Amma puts
my school certificates inside the tunk. "Hold onto papers’, she says. 'Papers remember us when everyone else
Jorgets.” Dadi leaves a kiss on our door lock as if preserving a mark of her existence. My glance shifts towards
the neighbouring house, Munia Apa, clutching onto her Nigab as the wind tugs at it tenaciously. She insists on
not going to the shelter unless her hushand can go with her, willing to risk her life rather than having strange
stares on het.

Abba, Amma, Dadi, and I walk alongside the entire village, rushing towards the shelter before the storm reaches
ug. The shelter resembles a large galleon made of brick, stationed on four sturdy pillars. Some days, we have
our classes held here, but on days like this, it is our only saviour. The shelter room smells like sweat, damp
clothes, and kerosene lamps. Men and women are separated by a mere curfain: thin enough for the piercing
gaze of men to pass right through il The latrines have doors that do not lock; the meanwhile, new mothers
struggle to nurse their little ones.

The night unfolds with a sinister laughter. The wind is roaring and crashing around us, as if hungry for our
lives; we sit upright at the sound of a glass window shattering at the back. | imagine our house now breaking
like a bird's brittle bone canght in the wind, and [ ponder the thought of tomorrow, either putting it back together
or leaving it to become someone else’s story.
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Cmce the storm has come to an end, our village has whirled itself into a new order, a devastation, a disaster,
Trees have been uprooted, and huts have turned into dust. Our house has now become a memory engraved on
a, muddy land. Amidst all of this, Abba reassures, "We shall rebuild owr life. " Over the next fiew days, the men
from surrounding umons arrive, bringing with them a possibility to rebuild, as Abba had said. Some say that
they have made a list of those in need of relief and a home. But here, the names are scribbled and erased based
on relations with the members in authority. I remember Amma’s earlier remark, ‘Papers remember the

Jorgotten, " Only this time, | seem to be questioning it.

In the last eight months, fate has forced us to mowve four times—and with every tum, our house has become maore
fragile than the previous time, | am now an expert at farcwells: | have since leamed to fold clothes, home and
life, all into one small bag instead of playing with toys. [ have installed a mental compaszs, forever prepared to
focus on the next step. My certificates have started to collect dost since school is now a story in ftself. At the
local tea stall, I lock eyes with the Headmaster. He asks me about home, and before leaving, he hands me a
library book to read.

Since then, every day after sunset, I resh towards the Hariken lamp and bashfolly open the book, taking a deep
dive info stories about children with homes and foods, children who go to holidays wearing bright clothes and
complain about which toys to buy, Abba fancies leaving the village and moving far north, where seawater
cannot reach us and the water doesn't taste salty. They say travelling this far costs a fortune, but at our house,
fortune runs dry, and purse grows thinner every day. And so, we remain, souls with no roots; drifters with no
place to call our own,

Yet, life carries on, and we rebuild our lives from scratch. Abba lays down the siraws for our roof and tightens
the timbers with rope. I push my back against our *home’ and dream of a distant future. My dreams resemble a
utopia, a strong house made of bricks, cement, and stairs made to climb. [ imagine myself riding my pastel bloe
cycle in our very own backyard, Dadi would always tell me that she wishes to plant a Tulshi tree, the same as
my name, when we have a home of our own. And =o, [ preserve her wish in my dreams and imagine the fresh
smell of Tulshi invading my senses, a cool breath of new beginnings.

I feel the southern wind whisper from ear to ear, amriving with 2 mischievous grin like it always does. But this
time, I smile back and stare at it; nol with fear but with courage. I do not know where the next storm will take
us, but 1 know I will climb every mountain and cross every river, and I will do so each time with vigour until
find my eternal home.
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Decolonising Education in Bangladesh: Rethinking
Curriculum and Knowledge

Zahra Anjum
Student
Department of Intemational Relations

Across Bangladesh, young minds are driven by curiosity and a strong desire to undemstand the world around
them. They seek to question, leamn, and contribute meaningfully, hoping to connect their knowledge to both
global developments and local realities. Yet, when they open their textbooks, they often find that the
perspectives presented are dominated by voices from Europe and Morth America. Local innovations, regional
research, and insights from Bangladeshi scholars or thinkers are rarely acknowledged. In pursuing knowledge,
these students are guided largely by frameworks shaped far from their own contexts, filtering their intellectual
curiosity throuph someone else’s lens. For many, English iz not merely a language=it is treated as a paleway (o
knowledge, opporfunity, and prestige, reinforcing the dominance of distant perspectives over local
understanding.

The roots of this phenomenon lie in colondal history. During British rule in the subcontinent, Macaulay's Mimate
on Education (1835) articulated a vision for education in India that explicitly devalued indigenous knowledge,
advocating the teaching of the English language and Westemn literature as a means to create ‘s class of persons,
Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in morals and in intellect.” Other colonial
administrators echoed this approach, establishing schooling systems where Western texthooks dominate syllabd,
English-medium instruction is treated as superior, and cwrricula often present global knowledge through a
Western lens. Stedents are frequently encouraged to memorise theories formulated in Europe or Morth America,
while lecal thinkers, writers, and scholars remain marginalised. Consequently, Bangladeshi students graduate
with a wealth of knowledge about distant societies, but a limited understanding of their own cultural, historical,
and social realities. Even decades after independence, the legacy of this system continues, subtly shaping what
is taught, how it is taught, and what forms of knowledge are valued.

The challenges of this mherited system are manifold, First, there is &an epistemic imbalance: across Bangladesh
and much of Asia, English-medium schools are widely regarded as superior, a perception that extends to higher
education. English is often conflated with modemity, global competence, and intellectual prestige. While
proficiency in English undeniably facilitates access to global scholarship, its overemphasis reinforces systemic
inequities. Those with limited access to English-medium instruction are marginalized, and local languages,
knowiedge systems, and modes of thinking are undervalued. Second, the dominance of Western paradigms in
higher education creates intellectual dependency: universities across disciplines—from social sciences and
literature o science and technology—priortise Western frameworks, with textbooks overwhelmingly authored
by Western ‘white’ scholars. This presents Western experiences as universal while silencing indigenous insights
and locally rooted scholarship, Finally, the pedagogy itself reinforces colonial legacies: rote memorisation and
examination-driven learning continue to dominate, stifling creativity and discoursging students from critical
inguiry, cultural grounding, and the imagination of alternative futures.

To address these isspes, Bangladesh's edocation svatem must be decolonizged. It iz not simply about replacing
English textbooks with Bangla ones or rejecting ‘global north® kmowledge, Rather, it is a comprehensive

rethinking of what constitutes knowledge, whose perspectives are prioritised, and how students engage with the
world. It seeks to dismantle the epistemic hierarchy that privileges Western thought and to centre local,
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indigenous, and diverse voices, In practical terms, this means integrating locally produced rescarch, histories,
literature, and cultoral knowledge into curricula, while also critically engaging with global scholarship rather
than passively accepting it.

Students, scholars, and governments all have roles to play in this transformation. Students can actively seek out
local scholarships, participate in research projects that address domestic challenges, and engage in critical
discussions about the relevance of imported theories. Scholars can produce and disseminate knowledge rooted
in local contexts, challenge Weslern-centric narratives, and mentor the next genemation of thinkers,
Governments and educational institutions can implement policies that incentivise curriculum reform, support
Bangla—medium rescarch publications, and facilitate collaborations with other post-colonial socictics to share
methodologies and perspectives. Together, these efforts create a bolistic ecosystem for knowledge production
that is both globally mformed and locally grounded.

The benefits of decolonizsing education are profound. A curriculum that valoes indigenous knowledge alongside
global perspectives fosters critical thinking, creativity, and intellectual autonomy. Scholars, students, and
professionals trained in a decolonised system are better prepared to challenge incquitable global structures,
contribute innovative solutions to pressing problems, and asserl and assert Bangladesh's intellectual presence
on the world stage of Bangladesh’s on the world stage. Conversely, failore to decolonise carries significant
risks. Continuing to privilege foreign knowledge while neglecting local insight perpetuates dependency, stifles
mmmmmmmafamm from their own history and culture. Bangladesh risks producing
graduates who are highly literate in global theories yet ill-equipped to address domestic challenges, from
povernance to climate resilience to social inequality. The epistemic gap between what students are taught and
the realities they face grows, weakening the nation's imtellectual sovereignty and capacity for self-directed
development.

Practical pathways for change already exist. South African universities, for example, have sought to
*Africanise’ their cumicula by integrating local histories, philosophicel traditions, and literature, while Latin
American institutions promote decolonial pedagogy that challenges colonial legacies in knowledge production.
Bangladesh can adapt these approaches, introducing more Bangla-medium programmes, encouraging student-
led research into local issues, and creating spaces where critical debate and reflection are central. Educational
reform should also include teacher training that equips instructors to incorporate local knowledge, facilitate
critical engagement, and challenge entrenched hierarchies of thought.

Ultimately, decolonising education is ool a rejection of global engagement; il i8 an assertion of infellectual
sovereignty, It calls for a generation of students and scholars who can navigate the world with confidence,
drawing on both local wisdom and global kmowledge. Education in Bangladesh has the potential to be liberatory,
not merely instructive. By decolonising curricula, prioritising local voices alongside global perspectives, and
fostering critical, independent thought, we can cultivate a generation of thinkers, leaders, and citizens who are
deeply rooted in their heritage yet fully equipped for global engagement. Until we reclaim our knowledge and
our intellectual agency, we risk remnaining students of others” worlds rather than architects of our own.
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The Cartographer of Clouds

Mst. Fatema Binta Alam Jim
Student

Department of Economics

Emotions, even when tangled and overwhelming, paint your inner world with raw honesty. Vulnerability carries
its quiet grace, and even in the most anxious moments, & strength is being bomn within you. Here is something
soft, unseen, but real.

Sometimes the mind refuses to calm down, The storm inside keeps spinning, and the thoughts whirl as if they
will never stop. They do not feel like simple thoughts; they feel like fragments of reality, so vivid you could
almost touch them. In that chaos, intuition sharpens until it feels like certainty. You begin to sense what others
might be thinking, and it no longer feels like guessing,

How can one not fall in love with & mind like that? It hurts, ves, but it guides. In a world full of noise, vour
mind quictly becomes your most loyal companion, 1t's like a silent conversetion with yourself, where no one
else"s words quite make sense.

There's an art to surviving the chaos, a kind of quict revolution that happens inside of you, Restlessness fills
you. The mind doesn't stop, but that only proves you are alive. Your emotions carry every shade, like a moving
rainbow, sometimes bright, sometimes heavy. The storm inside begs to be spoken, while outside, you smile at
simple things. You may not always know how you are holding yourself together, but you know the one thing
you want: peace. Just peace.

Peace is what you crave because it is the only rest in this beautiful chaos called life. The soul feels heavy, the
chest feels burdened, yet the eyes keep holding back tears. You may feel like a broken lens, carryving voices
ingide, uncertain futures, and moments of quiet tears. Some days, you push people away while silently searching
for someone safe to lean on.

You may believe your absence would change nothing in this world, yvet vou continue to breathe. And that itself
is proof, there is still something here worth staying for, even within the ache. You might not see it now, but
that's proof enough that your place in the world matters.

So, you are not “too much.® You are alive. You feel deeply, you notice what others ignore, and though it may
geetn like a burden, it is also vour greatest gifi. You know the weight of being unseen, unheard. You know the
endless equations running through your head. It allows you to see the world as it ix, in all its beauty and pain.
And yes, it can be overwhelming, but it also teaches yon about depth, resilience, and the quiet spaces where
healing takes root,

So breathe. Let the heart loosen. You don't need to fix everything right now. It is enough that you are here,
feeling, enduring, leaming. One day, the storm inside will reveal its purpose. Until then, let it be your teacher,
not your encmy.

And perhaps, in the quiet of your thoughts, where the world feels loudest, peace has already been sitting, waiting
fior vou to notice it
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Rising Tides

Azrmaine Facique
Lecturer
Department of Public Administration

Rivers swell beyond familiar banks,
Salt and silt mingle with wooden planks.
Villagers gaze at the rising scas,
While wind and water bend the irees.

Mangrroves anchor the trembling shore.
Communities gather, plan, and prepare more.
Storms may rage and skies may pour,
Yet hope endures, steadfast at the core.

Cyclone shelters hum a quiet song.
Stories of courage echo strong.
Children’s lsughter pierces the rain,
Farmers rebuild, enduring the strain.

Innovation blooms beside flowing tides.
Floating schools, boats as guides.
Mature tests, yei people sway,
Resilience rises, day by day.

Bangladesh stands, whether tide or calm.
Strength in lessons, like a soothing balm.
From every storm, every rising flood,
Life persists through sweat, tears, and mud.
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‘When the Little Stars Fell

Mst. Nusrat Jahan Suchi
Lecturer
Department of Sociology

They left for school with hearts so light,
With dreams to bloom, with eyes so bright.
But fate was cruel; the sky tumed grey.
And gentle lives were swept away.

The walls still whisper songs they sang,
The playground waits where langhter rang.
Books lie open, pages bare,

Tiny footsteps are not there,

Mothers weep, and fathers pray.
As silence steals the words away.
The world feels heavy, tom apart,
Yei love still beais in every heart.

But little stars don't fade with night,
They rise to bathe the dark in light.
Beyond the clonds, so pure, so far,
They shine forever as a paiding star.

Though sorrow lingers, hope will stay.
Your memory lights the darkest day.
Little stars, in skies above,

You live in prayers; you live in love.




From Desk to Dais

Ridwana [slam Ruhama
Lecturer
Department of English
Once T =at, Thus, learning flows
Where they now sit, An unseen stream,
Dreaming and doubting, That wakes the thought,
Bit by bit. Bekindles the dream.
The whiteboards shone. Each lecture leaves
The voices stayed. Its secret mark,
And shaped the dreams Inscribing on the soul,
My heart has prayed. Dismissing the dark.
I leaned to catch And when the doubts
Each flecting phrase, Begin to rise,
Each theory's implication, My beari recalls
Each poet’s gaze. The watchful skies
From phonemes to syntax This very role.
Stanzas to rhyme A trust, a gift, a sign,
They knitted my spirit, A thread within
Line by line, The grand design!
Now [ stand. S0, when their voices
Where dreams take flight, Start {o soar,
Beneath the glow When timorons hearts
Of Smart Board’s light. Sock more and more.
The dais calls I watch them bloom.
And I tread with care, My soul at rest,
To guide the minds For in their triumphs,
That gathered there. I am blessed.
Their restless minds,
'I'h:irquuﬁnuiulgqu,
Recall the girl.
Who sought the skies.
Whether through IPA or
Blake's bright flame,
I find the echo.
Of my name,
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The Uniform That Stands

Md Rafidul Islam
Student
Department of Public Administration

When others run, they rise
not for glory, not for gain,
But because the uniform demands
a heart that holds through severe pain.

In flood or fire, in darkest hour,
They move where feir commands retreat.
Mo trumpet sounds, no garlands shower

just steady boots and blistered fect.

They do not ask for songs or praise,
nor medals cast in fleeting light.
Their honor lives in unscen days,
in silent acts, in sleepless nights.

So, when the world begins o sway,
and safety slips from trembling hands
remember those who chose to stay:
The uniform that still withstands.



A Spark of Magic

Shurovi Akter
Student
Department of Public Administration

Through meadows green where daisies grow,
A butterfly flies softly and slowly.
With wings of velvet, bright and wide,

It paints the air on every glide.

It carries whispers from tho broeze.
Through golden fields and towering trees.
Each flutter sings a secret song,
That lifts the weary hearts along.

Its colours sparkle in the sun.
A flecting jewel, a dream begun.
Ii dances lightly, here then pone,
A fleeting spark that lingers on.

Where sorrow sits and shadows stay,
The butierfly can chase away,
A touch of wonder, calm and bright,
It fills the soul with gentle light.

A whisper floats on twilight's breeze,
Like silver songs among the trees,
In flecting glow, the moment stays,
A moment of magic the wind feels.

Oh, fragile friend with wings so true,
You turn the prey skies inlo blue.
A teace of wonder, 2oft as a sea,

A spark of magic, pure and slow.
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The River's Path from Sunrise to Sunset

B\ 8 i
Mohammad Fahim Faysal
Student

Department of English

A life beging, we resemble streams, calm and expansive,
Flowing with dreams where laughter & joy are easy here.
The world feels like a playground, full of light and wonder.
We chase butterflies & dance beneath the night sky.

Growing stronger over time, our current picks up speed.

In spring, we are young, bursting with energy we need.

We make friends and memeries—like stones on the shore,
Everyone a treasure, and we want more,

As the river tums, we step into life's afternoon.
The current stays steady; now there's a different tune.
We work & sirive, building castles in golden sand,
Wishing they stand tall, strong & grand.

When evening rolls in, the river slows down.,
The sun sets softly, painting colours around town.,
We think about our journey—each twist and each turm,
All the lessons leamed and bridges we've had to burn.

Finally, as night falls, the aver finds the sea,

A quiet letting go as we set our spirits free,
Life flows on in a circle that never seems to end.
It's a jouney through stages—each one a dear friend
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Dear Aphrodite,

Summoned by oy tears,
with grace and beauty,
stands tall in front of me, dear Aphrodite.

‘Why do you weep, child?” she wonders.
“Oh, but it"s my beart that iz no one's.
Take it, take it," [ say as | wander around.
‘Tell me, iz there someone ever to be found?"

“The Sun still shines child,

Your time is vet to amive.’

‘But what if I sleep one day,
Never again rise?

Heaven shall grant what earth cannol,
All reside there, sweet and fond,
Oh, but what il heaven denies my soul?
What if a bumning pit swallows me whole?

No one to love, no one to hold,
My heart will perish, all on her own.
Tell me, dear goddess,
Does someone yearn for love just as [ do?
If yes, then do you lie to them?
or give them what's true?’

a4

Yousha Andalib

Student
Department of Intermational Relations

‘Love is not the same, child, for everyone around.
It comes in its own way and does what is bound.”
‘Keep me not in the dark; my mind is frail.

You are no goddess if love is fakel”

‘Diare not call it that, child.
It is mightier than your beliefs,”

T do nod believe it, as it hash"l come (o me.

Lowve has failed and so have you

My heart wails, and there's nothing you can do.”

Stunned by my words,
silent and mighty,
fades away abashed,
Drear Aphroadite.
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The Green Horizon of BUP

Asib Al Arafat
Student
Department of Public Administration

BUP appears not as buildings of stone,
but a horizon painted with living green.
Each tree stands like a sage,
established on patience, siretching out to hope.
The campus breathes in a rhythm,
a stillness aburz with the hum of firtures unfolding,
Do dress code i not a rule,
but a woven fabric of respect and identity.
Discipline is soft but firm here,
shaping us gently as the wind shapes the course of the river.
There is not just freshness in the air,
but in the courage of young voices and the very act of speaking out.
Knowledge piles up like light,
falling upon all who seek equally.
Diverse paths, a single goal,
a symphony of purpose progressing towards a shared dawn.
In thiz horizon, green 18 hue alone no more,
but hope of life and growth and belonging.
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